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‘Horrible Histories’ illustrator Martin Brown opened the new Hexthorpe Primary School library, 

which hosts the £10,000 worth of new books that the school won as part of the first ‘World Book 

Day Award’. 

 

Martin performed a show, drawing funny faces and characters from history.  Pupils dressed up in 

historical costumes and learned facts, including that soldiers would have had lice in their clothes. 

Pupils guessed the record number of lice on a WWI soldier’s clothes and were startled to learn 

that over 10,000 would inhabit his shirt alone! Martin signed books, with Waterstones in school to 

sell copies. He spoke to all children individually, discussing their cartoon drawings. 

 

Pupil Isaiah John, 10, said: “It was a magical day. It was truly surreal. I couldn’t believe I was 

meeting the illustrator of Horrible Histories, books that I have been enjoying for years.” Njoki, 

age 10, said: “I finally know that I don’t have to draw realistically to draw well!”  



 
 

 

Top Authors at Doncaster 

Book Awards

Year 5 and 6 children visited the launch of 

the Doncaster Book Awards at the Dome 

where they met famous author David 

Baddiel.   There was a world exclusive as 

David read from his new book 'The Person 

Controller' - many children were lucky enough 

to get their own signed copy weeks before its 

release. 

  

Our very own Zuzanna, Isaiah-John and 

Maddie read David's other book 'The Parent 

Agency' before the visit, so were invited onto the sofa on stage to interview the author.  Baddiel 

loved meeting the children of Hexthorpe Primary, saying:  "It was brilliant to speak to the kids, 

you feel as though they are genuinely engaged with the story, and that means a lot to me.  

Anything that encourages children to read is a good thing.“ 

 

Just before Christmas, Year 5 children met author Matt Haig and illustrator Chris Mould, creators 

of the hit new book 'A Boy Called Christmas'.  The children are now excited about reading the 

books on the DBA longlist.  They'll be voting for their favourites later in the year.  
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Gardening club are very enthusiastic and go to the 

allotment on a weekly basis from Easter through to 

October half term. They work very closely with Pete 

and Keith who give the school outstanding support 

keeping the allotment in trim when the children are not 

there. Anyone who saw their fantastic dahlia’s at the 

Harvest tea will know what skilled gardeners we have 

amongst us. The Gardening Club had another successful 

year and the school allotment achieved silver gilt 

standard at the Doncaster In Bloom awards. Well done 

to all of you and special thanks to our fantastic 

supporters at the allotments. 
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HPS CHRISTMAS FAIR

The fantastic sum of £631.52 was raised by The Friends of the School at the 

Christmas Fair held before the holidays. The fair was held in the new sports hall and 

was extremely well attended and enjoyed by all. Once again, congratulations to The 

Friends of the School and many thanks to them for their fantastic hard work all year 

on behalf of the school. 
 
 



 

Hexthorpe Primary pupils won a national award for a short film they created about life in school for children and young people 

with Type 1 diabetes.  The animated film titled ‘Dylicia’s Diary’ was highly commended in Diabetes UK’s ‘Diabetes in 
School’ Short Film Competition. The children went to a special screening and awards ceremony, which took place at the 

Bafta film club in London.  

 

Dylicia said: “I feel amazing! I didn’t think we’d make it to the finals because I saw many videos and I thought they were 
amazing. I’m really overwhelmed. We just wanted to raise awareness of diabetes, and make sure that people were getting the right 

care in school, and if people know how I cope with it, it might help them.” 

 

Stephen Ryan from Diabetes UK said, "Hexthorpe Primary School impressed the judges with the quality and 
originality of their film. The film promotes what life can be like in school for children with diabetes in a fun and engaging way. By 
raising awareness of a very serious condition, the school’s film will help make a difference to the lives of children and young people with 

type 1 diabetes. We would like to thank all of the schools who took part in our competition. The quality all round has been 
extremely impressive.”  

 

Children in Foundation Stage have settled into their new classes and are enjoying exploring 

lots of new learning opportunities every day.  They are becoming independent and confident 

learners who love new challenges. 



So far this year they have learnt about friendships, keeping fit and healthy, different 

celebrations and caring for animals.  Look how busy they have been! 
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