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If We All Do Something 
It Will Make a Difference 

Prince William says, ‘It’s not just an eyesore, it’s a threat to our 
environment.’ Our Hexpress letter says, ‘If we all do something it will make 
a difference.’ What are they talking about? Litter! 
 

Sadly litter has always been 
with us, but perhaps never so 
much as in present days. We 
live in a throw-away society. It 
can be seen in our streets and 
back alleys here in Hexthorpe. 
 

However, we want to highlight 
good news – local people, 
including our youngsters, are 
determined that the situation 
can change. There is news of 

three different groups who have 
voluntarily taken on the task of 
helping to make our streets, 
backs and park free from litter. 
 

In the Friends of the Flatts 
news it tells of the daily walkers 
who go armed with litter 
pickers and bags. As a result of 
the regular clean up the park 
becomes free of litter. Litter 

attracts litter! It will be really good news when there is no need to go out at all armed with 
litter collecting equipment. 
 

Have you noticed that some streets are being cleared up on a regular basis. Shadyside 
has never looked as clean for many a year. Have you seen the group of volunteers who meet 
on Tuesday afternoon and tackle one of our streets? 
 

Continued on page 5 
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Local Councillors 

Sue Wilkinson  Tel. 01302 817206 

Glyn Jones  Tel. 01302 816881 

Methodist Minister 

Rev Jon Bellfield   Tel. 07766397708 

Parish Priest 

Fr Stephen Edmonds  Tel. 01709 858358 

Hexthorpe Community Constable 

Contact Sergeant Butler Tel: 01302 385339 

Stronger Community Officers 

Contact: Tel. 01302 736930 

 

PACT MEETINGS 

These are held every four weeks at 2.00pm at        

St Jude’s Parish Hall. All residents are invited to 

meet and ask questions of the local police         

officers. Contact E Coyne on 01302 328626 for 

dates of meetings. 

 

The Junction 

The Junction is open to all from 10.00am-4.00pm 

each weekday. There is a comfortable drop-in 

where you can spend as much or as little time as 

you like. You can have a tea or coffee and join in 

the friendly chat or just sit in peace. 

Members of staff are happy to talk privately with 

you if you need to talk over something, or need 

some specific advice or help. There is a computer 

suite with free broadband access for all. Free    

computer courses are also available. For further  

information or help please call in or ring          

01302 349341. 

 

Any letters, articles, adverts contact: 

thehexpress.co.uk or Donald  01302 852521 

WHO’S WHO 

At Hexthorpe Parish Hall (St Jude’s)        

Laughton Road, Hexthorpe 

Monday   

1.30-2.30pm  Yoga 

Wednesday   

10.00-11.00am  Keep Fit 

11.00-11.30am  Coffee Morning 

4.30-5.30pm  Pilates 

Thursday   

2.00-3.00pm  PACT meeting (see opposite) 

4.45-5.45pm  Keep Fit 

Friday   

9.30-10.30am   Play/Learn (Mums & Toddlers) 

4.30-6.30pm   Youth Club(4-13 years old) 

Booking Manager: Fr Stephen Tel. 01709 858358 
The Hall is available for hire for parties and other 
special events. 
 

Sunday Services 
10.00am Morning Prayer 
11.00am Parish Mass 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

The King’s Cross Church Hall (Methodist) 

Tuesday   

9.15-11.00am  S.A.R.A Group                           

(Stay and Rest Awhile)       

Mums and Tots Group 

5.30pm  Mega Cruz School Years 3-6 

Wednesday 

12.45pm  Luncheon Club(first of each month) 

1.30-2.30pm   Line Dancing 

Saturday  

4.00-6.00pm  The Engine Room(third of each 

month) 

You are invited on any Sunday to the Worship 

Services at The King’s Cross Church            

10.30am and 6.00pm 
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Kind hearted staff and students at 
Hexthorpe Primary Academy have 
thanked the generous Doncaster 
community after its positive response 
to the school’s latest campaign. The 
school was overwhelmed with 
donations in run up to Christmas into 
the New Year for its “If you can spare 
we can wear it” initiative. 
 

The slogan used for the scheme has 
sparked a deluge of kindness and 
generosity from staff, local residents, 
families and the wider Doncaster 
community. 
 

Since the “If you can spare it we can wear it” poster was publicised via social media the 
school have been inundated with: clothing, shoes, blankets, toiletries, toys and food which 
have been kindly provided by made anonymous individuals. 
 

The school’s Pastoral Lead, Mrs Garbett, who originally came up with the idea said:  
“We know that lots of families have times when they struggle with having 
some of the basics. 
 

This is a sad state of affairs in the 21st century and something that we 
believe we can support our community with, hence the poster asking for 
any donations.” 

 

The poster has been a huge hit, leading to a stream of Instagram, Facebook and Twitter 
messages, resulting in Hexthorpe Primary Academy receiving anonymous donations. 
 

A mother and daughter brought large sacks of brand new toys to give to children, one family 
spent up to £80 on groceries for the campaign and another donor has spent more than £1,000 
on gift cards to support families in need. 
 

So far the school has been able to provide shoes, coats, jumpers, baby clothes, cots, toiletries 
and food, plus many other items to families with the greatest need. 
 

Principal, Mrs Parker-Watts said staff has been deeply touched by the care and generosity 
shown and added: 

“The families are so grateful for this unprecedented support, it is 
something that we hope to continue to build upon. As a school we believe 
that a core purpose of our work is to support the child and their family.” 

Huge Response From Community 
to Hexthorpe School’s Call for Clothes 

to Pass onto Those Less Fortunate 

In our last issue we put in a request from a reader from Canada. She 

asked for anyone who knows the whereabouts of Peter Ward, a former 

Hexthorpe resident, to get in touch with us. Within 24 hours of publication   

we had a response from Peter himself who is living in Canada! We like to oblige! 
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Twenty Years on and Still Counting 

The front page of the Hexpress of February/ 
March 1999 had a photograph of a young couple 
Paul and Bindi Dhaliwal standing on the doorstep 
of their new business here in Hexthorpe. It is 20 
years on and they don’t look a year older! They 
had been married in October of the previous year 
and by November had bought the shop. The 
family hailed from South Shields in the North East 
of England, but Paul and Bindi soon settled here. 
 

Bindi says, 
‘I love living here in South Yorkshire; 
people have been very welcoming. Through 
the shop, we have met many of the old 
traditional families of Hexthorpe. There are 
not as many now, but it is still lovely to 
meet those who I knew as children now 
coming in with their own young families. 
In recent years Hexthorpe increasingly has 
become a much more diverse community.’ 

 

Paul and Bindi have good reason to be proud of their 
two sons, Rajan and Bobby. The young men are 

studying hard and have ambitions of being a doctor and an actor respectively. 
 

Paul showed me around the recently acquired 
old Maltings Sports Club and Bar. The 
downstairs has been utterly redesigned and 
refurbished. It certainly looks very 
impressive. He described it as, ‘a family run 
business at the centre of the community’.  
 

The facilities include useyourlocal Members, 
Car Park, Smoking Area, Live Music, 
Separate Games Room containing a full 
sized Snooker Table and Pool Table as well 
as a Dart Board, Big Screen, BT Sport, Sky 
Sports, Member Club, Function Catering. 
 

You can find more information of news and 
events on facebook @Maltings-Bar or visit 
www.themaltingsbar.co.uk 

I reckon that Paul and Bindi and family are 
well and truly fully-fledged Hexthorpians. Ed. 

http://www.themaltingsbar.co.uk
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Continued from page 1 

They were there on Urban Road in the pouring rain on a recent Tuesday. There is information 
about them on page 6 in a letter that challenges us all, including the Doncaster Council, to 
face up to our responsibilities. 
 

The young are setting us all an example. The Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) 
are running a scheme for Hexthorpe youngsters. One of the sessions is concerning litter. It 
will see students and staff undertake a community litter pick in the Travis Gardens area. 
 

As well as the litter pick the students will be informed by council staff about litter issues and 
also associated anti-social behaviour. They will be encouraged to take ownership of their 
own streets regarding litter. 
 

However, if litter was not dropped there would be no problem at all. That is all our 
responsibility, from the youngest to the oldest. 

Fly Tipping 
(www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/environmental/fly-tipping) 

 

Your responsibilities 
 

If you arrange for somebody to collect your waste, you have a duty to ensure that 
you check the person collecting it is a registered with the Environment Agency as a 
waste collector. A registered waste collector should carry with them at all times a 
waste carriers licence; they should also provide you with a waste transfer note when 
they take your waste away. It is your responsibility to check that anybody collecting 
waste has this licence. 
 

You can also check if somebody is registered on www.environmental-licences.co.uk 
 

Reporting fly tipping 
 

Why should you report it? 
 

Dumped waste can often be contaminated. Not only is it harmful to the environment, 
water course and wildlife but it encourages vermin and, in time, can corrode or 
become unstable and emit toxic fumes which affect health and safety. 
 

The money spent on clearing up illegally dumped waste could be better spent on 
other services 
 

How to report it 
 

Report the problem to us by phone on 01302 736000. 
 

We need to know: 
 where it is 
 what it is 
 is it hazardous - asbestos, oils, chemicals etc 
 roughly how much 
 if possible, information about the vehicle/individuals involved 
 your contact details in case we need to contact you for more information 

 

What happens next? 
 

The Street Scene team will clear waste illegally dumped on public land for which it 
has responsibility within 5 working days. 
 

We will work with private land owners to ensure any dumped materials are safely 
removed. 
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Dear Editor 
 

I have lived in Hexthorpe for most of my 70 years (except for a 6 year stay in the far 
reaches of Balby) and I am proud to be a Hexthorpian. However there is one thing 
about Hexthorpe that I really dislike and that is the amount of LITTER on our streets 
and in our backs. It is truly disgusting and it lowers the quality of life for us all. 
 

I would like to ask our Councillors to put pressure on the Council to do something 
about clearing the backs of the dreadful amount of rubbish accumulating throughout 
Hexthorpe. This is a real eyesore and a health hazard. There are rats living in the 
rubbish and it is only a matter of time before they start appearing in people’s gardens 
and, eventually, homes. I realise that the Council is under great financial pressure but I 
would contend that this is a matter of grave concern which needs dealing with as 
people’s health is at risk. 
 

It is easy to blame the Council for this problem but it strikes me that there are several 
groups of people in our community who could help with this issue. There are the 
litterers, if you are one of these please stop it. Consider what you are doing to our 
environment and show some respect for your neighbours and the place where we all 
live. I would like to call on those who have shops and businesses to clean up the area 
around your place of work; this will enhance your property and make life pleasanter 
for us all. 
 

Then there are the moaners, the people who complain about the litter but do nothing 
about it. If we all do something it will make a huge difference. I would like to 
challenge us all to do our bit. If each of us adopted a small area and undertook to clean 
it each week we would notice a real improvement. Maybe you could clean the path 
and gutter outside your home or along your block or adopt a patch of grass. You only 
need to spend 10 minutes a week, and you will be amazed how much can be achieved. 
 

A group of people have started to litter pick each Tuesday afternoon so if you would 
like to join us we would be delighted to have your assistance. We meet at 1.30pm and 
work for 1 hour. It is very satisfying and is one way we can make Hexthorpe a better 
place, a place to be proud of. If you want more details please contact the Junction. 
 

Yours sincerely 
Elizabeth Iball 

Continued on page 7 

A Challenging Letter to the Hexpress 
Regarding Litter 

We would love to have any of your thoughts, responses or helpful 
suggestions you have regarding the issues discussed in this letter and 
those from Councillor Glyn Jones on page 7. Ed. 
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Dear Mrs Iball 
 

Thank you very much for your letter regarding street cleansing and 
the environment in Hexthorpe. 
 

Littering, fly tipping and dog fouling is a blight on all our 
communities and we are determined to tackle the issue with the 
support of environmental teams across the authority.  To support this 
we would be very interested to work with you and hopefully other 
members of the local community in Hexthorpe. This is something 
we regularly support with groups or individuals as part of Doncaster Council’s Cleaner 
Greener campaign. Our support would also include some litter picker tongs, hi-viz, 
gloves, a written risk assessment and the removal of the bags of rubbish for you and 
other local volunteers. 

 

Please be assured that our Enforcement Team do work 
hard, to identify the perpetrators of these anti-social 
activities and take the appropriate action wherever 
possible.  
 

The Council's Street Scene Team has a current cleanse 
schedule in place for the Hexthorpe area and these 
streets are currently visited and cleansed every week.  
Reports of littering between these frequencies would 
be actioned and cleared by the team where possible. 
Where street bins are present these are emptied on a 
weekly schedule and additional bins may be installed 
or refreshed at a number of key locations in the area if 
a need is identified.   
 

Following on from these visits, supervisors carry out 
monitoring of the area and allocating resources when 

required. When street cleansing operations are carried out and mechanical sweepers are 
used the presence of parked vehicles can cause problems. Where this happens the 
sweeper driver will not deploy the brushes. This will be reported to the supervisor and a 
manual cleanse of the street will take place. 
 

In addition, the Street Scene Team react to reports of fly tipping across the borough and 
aim to remove any reported waste and dumping within 7 days of the report being 
received.  The team do react to in excess 200 reports a week and the majority of 
incidents are investigated, cleared and removed within the 7 day timescale.  
 

Thank you again for the interest you have on these environmental issues and we will be 
pleased to work with you in future. 
 

Yours sincerely 
Glyn 
 

Cllr Glyn Jones 
Hexthorpe & Balby North Councillor 
Deputy Mayor & Portfolio Holder for Housing and Equalities 
Floor 4, The Civic Office, Waterdale, Doncaster DN1 3BU  

Continued from page 6 

A Response From Councillor Glyn Jones 
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NEWS From the Junction 

Christmas now seems a distant memory, but hopefully all 
Hexpress readers will have had an enjoyable time. At the 
Junction we seemed to be busy all the way up to Christmas, and 
particularly with the Carols and Supper event, to which it was 
delightful to welcome new people as well as the regulars. 
Junction ladies also worked hard at knitting a whole flight of 
angels, which winged their way into the local shops over the 
Christmas period with a greeting from The King's Cross Church. 
 

We keep on with all our regular activities at The Junction as well 
as other initiatives. The Hexthorpe Councillors continue to hold 

their surgeries with us on the fourth Friday of each month, and the number of staff attending 
the fortnightly Community Led Support sessions on Monday afternoons is growing - we 
now have representatives from the Stronger Communities Team, Adult Contact Team and St 
Leger Homes. The St Leger Homes representative is there to assist people who may have 
money problems, whether or not they are St Leger tenants - so if this applies to you, or if 
there are any other issues DMBC staff can help you with, do call in and have an informal 
chat. In addition, the PCSOs come to the Junction every three weeks on Wednesday 
mornings - contact Lynn for dates (01302 349341) to be sure of when we expect them. 
 

Our monthly Foot Clinic (free to those who are homeless or on benefits) continues to prove 
a big draw, and by the time you read this, we will have had our second First Aid course for 
adults, courtesy of the Red Cross. Courses for teenagers have been held in the last two 
years. I am also currently pursuing a Slipper Swap for older people - again, ring to find out 
more, or else keep checking the Hexthorpe and Balby Residents facebook page. 
 

For some reason, pool players have been less in evidence of late, and therefore our annual 
pool tournament, held during the February half term holiday, is far from certain this year. If 
you are a budding pool player - or even a champion - let me know and we can ascertain the 
viability of running the 2019 event. 
 

Once again, we will be holding Pancake Praise, at 6.30pm on Shrove Tuesday (5 March) - 
plenty of pancakes all round, so do come and join us. 
 

Don't forget we have a computer suite which is there to be used, and the possibility of 
computer tuition on a 1:1 basis, or come in for coffee and a chat, to attend the Tuesday 
lunchtime (12.30pm) service, or for any of our other activities. 
 

Lynn Petersen 

We have had a request from John Shillito who lived at Home Lodge, 
140 Shadyside in the fifties and early sixties. The house has been 
knocked down and flats are now there. 
 

He wonders if anyone has any photographs of the original house or 
area around it. Please get in touch with the Hexpress if you can help. 
 

We have a reference to Home Lodge in one of earlier issues. An older 
resident speaks of a local character - Mr Robinson of Home Lodge 
and his three-wheeler cart. Anyone remember him? 
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Water to flow again in the Dell? 
 

In the report from Friends of the Hexthorpe 
Flatts Park it is said that it is hoped to 
reinstate the water to the moat around the 
bandstand. We came across this interesting 
quote - 

‘In 1928 it was reported that a windmill 
was to be acquired that would pump river 
water round the creek in the Dell. The Dell 
was the name to be given to the first 
quarry, which was to be transformed into a 
horticultural beauty spot. 
 

The creek was later improved by sinking a 
well and having clearer water circulating. 
The windmill spent many years pumping 
water around the fairyland that the Dell 
was to become and eventually ended its 
days on a farm between Bawtry and 
Finningley.’ 
(From a Quarry to a Park – Frank Pearson) 

 

Good News Concerning Dangerous 
Parking  
 

At a recent Pact Meeting it was announced 
that action is to be taken regarding the 
parking problem in Hexthorpe. This problem 
was highlighted in the last issue of the 
Hexpress. There is now an agreement that 
double yellow lines will be painted on Urban 
Road from the Junction with Hexthorpe 
Road up to the car park at the back of 
Mutual Street. This will not happen 
overnight! It could take months before it has 
been through the proper channels. However, 
this is a step forward. 
 

Hexthorpe Junior PCSO Scheme is in Full 
Swing 
 

The Police Community Support Officers are 
running a number of sessions with 
youngsters from the school that cover a wide 
range of issues. They report: 

‘The Hexthorpe Junior PCSO scheme is 
still in full swing and has seen a number 
of different sessions run over the past few 
weeks. There has been one session around 
crime prevention, that will help to keep 
students safe online and in the community 
- and also a session on road safety. 
 

The Scheme is providing the students 
with a good grounding and insight into a 
wide range of issues that they will 
experience in their community. Police and 
partners are hopeful that this scheme will 
reinforce positive choices for these young 
people as they grow up, help strengthen 
the bond between the students and Police, 
and help to make them role models in the 
community. 
 

We're thankful to all those involved and 
to all those who continue to give their 
time to ensure the programme is a 
success!’ 

 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 

This message was recently published: 
‘Residents, if you are interested in setting 
up a new neighbourhood watch scheme, 
please visit www.southyorks.police.uk , 
find your local inspector and send them 
an email and we will put you in touch 
with Neighbourhood watch’. 

 

Christmas Carol Singing 
 

A tradition, started in the 19th century and 
continued every year since, was maintained 
this Christmas. It was supported as strongly 
as ever. Over 40 people from The King’s 
Cross Church sang carols in store at the 
Balby Tesco a week before Christmas and 
around the streets of Hexthorpe on the night 
of Christmas Eve. 
 

One of the members of the group told The 
Hexpress, 

“We have four good reasons for 
maintaining this tradition. We enjoy it! 
Some residents look forward every year 
to joining us outside their homes to sing 
along with us. We call on older people, 
some of who cannot even get to their 
doors; nevertheless they hear us through 
the window and we know that they do 
appreciate it – for some it makes their 
Christmas. We collect money for a 
Christian Relief Fund – TEAR FUND 
This year we collected some £315. Also 
we want to sing and tell people of the 
meaning of Christmas, that Jesus, the 
Saviour of the world was born.” 

Local News in Brief 
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Continued on page 11 

The Friends of Hexthorpe Flatts Park 
Exciting Developments 

Tea In the Park - will you join us this summer? 
 

Ambitious plans are currently being discussed to host a series of summer activities once a 
week throughout the summer until September. Councillors, the Family Hub, Youth Expects, 
Get Doncaster Moving and others, alongside Friends of Hexthorpe Flatts Park are in talks to 
unroll this exciting venture at the beginning of June 2019 
 

The Park should reflect the way we live today 
 

Vivienne Neale, Vice Chair of the Friends group who has designed the scheme said: 
‘We know that in a survey children said the park was their favourite place in 
Hexthorpe. 

 

Having been turned from a quarry to a 
park in 1929 it is really a very mature 
and beautiful space. Obviously it has 
changed a lot since it was first 
designed but that is inevitable. The 
way we all live has been transformed 
beyond recognition since the 1920s so 
the park should reflect current need. 
 

We decided to come up with a new 
way of encouraging park use after 
school. Already it’s a place where 
people meet for knitting, poetry 
reading and community chats. These all happen in the award winning Dell Café. 
You can even buy cheap second hand books and free range eggs inside’ 

 

We want The Dell to be an attraction once again 
 

Stephen Reasbeck, Chair of the Friends group added: 
’We are so excited by the possibilities Tea in The Park will offer. It will be an 
opportunity for youngsters, parents, carers and guardians to enjoy activities, 
learn new skills and enjoy being social on a summer afternoon until around 
7.30pm. We have applied for a lottery grant and are constantly seeking funding 
to make even more big changes. 

Our aim is to reinstate the water 

in the Dell for example. 
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Continued from page 10 

You may have already noticed 

refurbishment work in the bandstand. 

 

We want the Dell to look spectacular and will be organising working parties to 
help clear the water course in the next few weeks and we really do need more 
willing hands.’ 

 

Come and join the Park Community 
 

‘Our aim is to involve the whole community in any way we can.’ 
 

Says Vivienne ‘Already we have a 
team of litter pickers who go out 
clearing rubbish every day and the 

difference is astonishing. We just 
wish people would use the bins as 
they are being emptied very 
regularly. Also, last autumn groups 
of children from Hexthorpe school 
planted hundreds of bulbs and 
these are just beginning to show 
through. We also have deliveries 
of new plants arriving shortly and 
you should see lots of activity 
when you come walking through. 

In addition we are working with a voluntary group that is growing for the 
park with a team based at Bramworth Road allotments, so watch this space.’ 

 

We can find a use for your skills whatever they are 
 

‘We are looking for all kinds of 
volunteers and skill sets’ said 
Stephen. ‘We want to develop more 
gardening groups, we need handy 
people who would help build 
community notice boards and help 
renovate the pitch and putt. You 
don’t have to commit to anything 
regular, any additional help in 
whatever form would be welcome. 
If you have any spare plants or 
fancy pressure washing some 
railings, doing a bit of tidying and 

Continued on page 12 
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DIY then there’s plenty for you to get your teeth into! We would like to see 
sculpture in the park and more tree planting; we are open to useful 
suggestions. Already we have seen the positive influence stretch into 
surrounding roads where teams of litter pickers have been making a 
difference. It’s a wonderful opportunity to do something really worthwhile 
for the community and it’s a great way to meet your neighbours.’ 

Continued from page 11 

Join us Today 

 

If you are interested in being part of the park 

renovation or growing team or would like to 

help set up a walking, fitness or running 

group then we’d love to hear from you. 

 

We meet once a month and dates of the 

meetings are normally posted in the park. 

 

However, if you would like to be kept up to 

date by email please contact: 

hexthorpepark@gmail.com. 

 

We look forward to hearing from 

you. 

Editor: Donald Reasbeck. Designed by George W Hiley. Printed by Design and Print, St Catherine's House 

mailto:hexthorpepark@gmail.com

