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Doncaster Council is to spend £400,000 upgrading footpaths in parks across the 
borough. Hexthorpe Flatts is to receive the greatest share - £180,000. 
 
The footpaths in the park have been not only a disgrace, but also highly dangerous. They 
have given the appearance of a neglected park. They have provided a hazard for anyone in a 
wheel chair, pushing prams or just walking. Hopefully, this is the first step in the 
regeneration of the Flatts. 
 
Resurfacing work will begin in 11 parks on footpaths described as being in a 'very poor' 
condition. Among these parks are Elmfield Park £88,000, Adwick Park £36,000, 
Warmsworth Park £14,000 and Sandall Park £11,000 and Westfield Park £3,000. 
 
We understand that £51,000 has been paid out by the Council in personal injuries claims. A 
spokesperson said, ’The Council has a duty of care to all of the users at these sites.’ 

What a Boost for our Park 

‘Flooded Dell Spring 2018’ Photo: Thanks to Leanne and Sophie 
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Local Councillors 

Sue Wilkinson  Tel. 01302 817206 

Glyn Jones  Tel. 01302 816881 

Methodist Minister 

Rev Jon Bellfield   Tel. 07766397708 

Parish Priest 

Fr Stephen Edmonds  Tel. 01709 858358 

Hexthorpe Community Constable 

Contact Sergeant Butler Tel: 01302 385339 

Stronger Community Officers 

Contact: Tel. 01302 736930 

 

PACT MEETINGS 

These are held every four weeks at 2.00pm at        

St Jude’s Parish Hall. All residents are invited to 

meet and ask questions of the local police         

officers. Contact E Coyne on 01302 328626 for 

dates of meetings. 

 

The Junction 

The Junction is open to all from 10.00am-4.00pm 

each weekday. There is a comfortable drop-in 

where you can spend as much or as little time as 

you like. You can have a tea or coffee and join in 

the friendly chat or just sit in peace. 

Members of staff are happy to talk privately with 

you if you need to talk over something, or need 

some specific advice or help. There is a computer 

suite with free broadband access for all. Free    

computer courses are also available. For further  

information or help please call in or ring          

01302 349341. 

 

Any letters, articles, adverts contact: 

thehexpress.co.uk or Donald  01302 852521 

WHO’S WHO 

At Hexthorpe Parish Hall (St Jude’s)        

Laughton Road, Hexthorpe 

Monday   

1.30-2.30pm  Yoga 

Wednesday   

10.00-11.00am  Keep Fit 

11.00-11.30am  Coffee Morning 

4.30-5.30pm  Pilates 

Thursday   

2.00-3.00pm  PACT meeting (see opposite) 

4.45-5.45pm  Keep Fit 

Friday   

9.30-10.30am   Play/Learn (Mums & Toddlers) 

4.30-6.30pm   Youth Club(4-13 years old) 

Booking Manager: Fr Stephen Tel. 01709 858358 
The Hall is available for hire for parties and other 
special events. 
 

Sunday Services 
10.00am Morning Prayer 
11.00am Parish Mass 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

The King’s Cross Church Hall (Methodist) 

Tuesday   

9.15-11.00am  S.A.R.A Group                           

(Stay and Rest Awhile)       

Mums and Tots Group 

5.30pm  Mega Cruz School Years 3-6 

Wednesday 

12.45pm  Luncheon Club(first of each month) 

1.30-2.30pm   Line Dancing 

Saturday  

4.00-6.00pm  The Engine Room(third of each 

month) 

You are invited on any Sunday to the Worship 

Services at The King’s Cross Church            

10.30am and 6.00pm 
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Teams From the Forties and Sixties 

Hexthorpe Junior School Cricket Team of 1949. 
 

Matches were played on the 'games field'. That is now where the allotments are at the 
bottom of Bramworth Road. 

Dave Wheatley has sent us this photograph of the Balby/Hexthorpe Youth Club football 
team of 1964. 
 

This team was the champions of the Doncaster Youth League. It included 6 Hexthorpe lads. 
Also Graham Watson went on to be a successful professional footballer, playing for local 
league teams including the Rovers and Rotherham United. 

Back Row (left to right) 
Mr Green, Mr Ambrose, 
Mr Watson 

 
Middle Row 

Donald Reasbeck, Alan Love, 
Ken Jordan, Johnny Baldwin, 
Maurice Tate, Terry Butler, 
Michael Gee 

 
Front Row 

Alan Rix, Bob Baker, 
Stuart Green, Ray Burgin, 
Brian Donald 

Back Row (left to right) 
Dave Wheatley (Senior Road), 
Jeff Beaumont (Stone Close 
Avenue), Les Burton 

 
Middle Row 

Eric Price, Peter Ward (Gladstone 
Road), Graham Watson, 
Lol Knight 

 

Front Row 
Ronnie Dawson (Shady Side), 
Trevor Dawson, Trevor Turner 
(Urban Road), Martin Senior 
(Ramsden Road), Pete Cairns 
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‘Does Anyone Care?’ 

We have received the following letter. 
 

Dear Hexpress 
 

The news that the former Plant works site is to be built on shortly, as reported in the 
last edition of The Hexpress, prompts me to ask the question;-" What is going to 
happen to the fauna and flora that has established itself on the site since it was 
vacated 10 years ago". 
 

Investigation by myself has revealed that there are over 30 species of wildflower 
including orchids and it has been the nesting place for the last three years of one of 
the UKs' icon bird species and one on the bird red list - the skylark. Each early 
morning when there are favourable weather conditions it can be seen singing as it 
steadily rises into the sky. 
 

What will happen to these species when building commences. More importantly 
"Does anyone care ?" 
 

Martin Towers 

The main cause of this decline is 
considered to be the widespread switch 
from spring to autumn-sown cereals, 
which has resulted in a dramatic 
reduction in the 
number of chicks 
raised each year. 
 

Autumn-sown 
cereals are taller 
and denser 
throughout the 
season. Fewer 
birds nest there, 
and those that do 
are unable to 
raise as many 
broods as birds 
in spring-sown crops. Many nesting 
attempts are on or close to tramlines 
(tractor tracks that are used to apply the 
many sprays to the crop), which makes 
the nests vulnerable to ground predators. 
 

Winter food supply is also scarce in the 
absence of stubbles, which are favourite 
feeding places. Increased use of 
insecticides and weedkillers are likely to 

remove an 
important part 
of the food 
source.” 
 

A reader tells us 
that as a boy he 
would go on to 
the Crimpsall 
with his very 
poor telescope 
to look at the 
skylarks that 
were nesting 

there. They were a regular sight and 
sound in the air. It is good that they have 
returned to Hexthorpe! 

The RSPB state: “In the UK, the population halved during the 1990s, and is still 
declining. In the preferred habitat of farmland, skylarks declined by 75% between 1972 
and 1996. 
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Record Breaking Rovers 

Who will win the World Cup? Who won the European Cup? ‘Oh no! Give us a break’, I can 
hear you saying. One thing for sure – it wasn’t Doncaster Rovers or any of their players. 
 

However, the Rovers hold one record that will not be broken in Russia or perhaps never. 
 

The Hexpress editor recently came across an article recalling a famous football match that 
Doncaster Rovers were involved in. He remembers it well! 
 
It is a record for the longest Football League match ever played. On 30 March 1946 
Stockport County played the Rovers in the second leg of a League III North Cup match. 
Both games finished two goals each and so extra time was played. No further goals were 
scored and so the match continued .After almost three hours of play Stockport scored- only 
for the goal to be disallowed! 
 

The Yorkshire Post reported: ‘In the final minutes the players were collapsing with 
exhaustion and the crowd was calling for the referee to end the game. Finally in the dusk he 
decided that light was too bad to continue and 22 weary players and 3 tired officials hobbled 
off the field. The game had lasted 203 minutes.’ 
 

The Guardian newspaper said, “Nothing could be more absurd!” 
 

Doncaster won the next replay at Belle Vue 4-0. The play to finish rule lasted only a few 
more months. 

At a well attended recent meeting a visiting speaker, Philip Langford, introduced some old 
photographs of Hexthorpe. Some members of the group also brought some. It was a 
fascinating evening. 

Hexthorpe Local History Group 

A view of 
Bridge Terrace 
when it was on the 
Hexthorpe trolley 
bus route. 
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Programme of Events 

Entry to all the events is free; usually there will be a charge for any food and drinks. 

Date/Time/Venue Event 

Wednesday, 4 July 2018 
12:30pm - 2:30pm 

The King’s Cross Church 

Luncheon Club (Music interlude between courses)
Tickets are essential and are obtainable from Elizabeth 
Tel. 01302 855389 

6:30pm - 9:30pm 
The Junction  

Celebration at the Junction - Gospel songs with guest 
speaker, John Crawford, former manager of the  
Junction. 

Thursday, 5 July 2018 
7:30pm - 9:30pm 

The King’s Cross Church 

Barnburgh Male Voice Choir, with  
Guest Soloist Polly Sedman. 

Friday, 6 July 2018 
10:00am - 12:00pm 

St Jude Church 

Coffee Concert 
Organ Recital by Christopher Wren. 

Saturday, 7 July 2018 
10:30am - 11:30am 

The King’s Cross Church 

Recital by the Kenwood/Reasbeck Duo (Oboe, Cor  
Anglais, Piano), from Leeds. 

10:30am - 4:00pm 
Dell Cafe 

All day music at the Dell Cafe including: 
 folk 
 instrumental 
 gypsy 
 jazz 
 classical 
 light. 

12:00pm - 1:00pm 
The King’s Cross Church 

Song Recital by ‘Aires and Gracenotes’, from Leeds. 

6:30pm - 9:00pm 
The Junction Yard 

Gypsy Gospel Music 

7:00pm - 9:00pm 
The Crossing, 
Rear of The King's Cross 
Church 

For Young People 
Live Music~~Testimony~~Chill. 

More information and updates on thehexpress.co.uk 
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Hexthorpe Girls Meet The Beatles 

In 1964 two Hexthorpe sisters, together with their friend Ann Worthy, had the thrill of 
meeting The Beatles. The famous group was performing at the Gaumont Cinema in 
Doncaster, Tuesday 10 December 1964. 

Here is what The Doncaster Free Press reported on the next day: 
 

“Three Doncaster girls were the envy of the 
town's teenagers today. Barbara Green, aged 
15, and her 14 year old sister Valerie, of 
Urban Road, Hexthorpe, had written a song 
in tribute to The Beatles and last night they 
sang it to the stars in their dressing room at 
the Gaumont………. 
 

Said Valerie, a pupil at the Doncaster High 
School for Girls , "We were nervous about 
singing at first, but The Beatles soon put us 
at our ease and they seemed to like the 
song." 
 

Form 4C at Doncaster High School for 
Girls had the prize of the night - Valerie 
took back a list of names of the 32 girls in 
the class, autographed by The Beatles” 

Here is a copy of a letter that was published in her local paper in Canada: 
 

“In December 1963, at the height of 'Beatlemania' in 
England, I met and sang for the Beatles before they 
performed their show in Doncaster. My sister and I had 
written a song for them and we were the envy of girls 
all over the 
country when 
we received 
free, front row 
tickets and 
were allowed backstage to sing. 
 

We were in the dressing room with them for quite a long time, chatting with them. 
They were very interested in the song, especially Paul. It turned out to be one of the 
best days of my life.” 

‘It turned out to be one of 

the best days of my life.' 

Barbara Green (from left) Ann Worthy 

and Valarie Green with Beatles Paul 

McCartney and George Harrison 
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In the last issue I focussed on one of the younger members of the Hexthorpe community, 
this time I have been chatting to a lady who is nearer ninety than eighty year old, her words 
not mine! 

 

So this issue the focus is on *****JULIE SMITH! ***** 
 

As a child in the World War Two Julie was one of a small group 
sent to Australia for safety. She and her brother went to live 
with her aunt. Julie reminisces over the long journey, she was 
only nine years old and homesick. When she returned to her 
family she spent her fifteenth birthday on board ship, and did 
not want to go home. She had made friends in Australia and got 
used to the way of life there. 
 

When she started back at a senior school in England she found 
that her peers had already done two years of Biology and 
Chemistry, whereas Julie had never been taught it in Australia. 
But she soon caught up and went into teacher training to 

become a teacher. 
 

This career was obviously the right one, and before she retired she had done thirty six years 
as teacher, being deputy head and headmistress at three different schools around the 
Doncaster area including Park School, and Kingfisher school. She took early retirement 
after a long and hectic career. She commented on the change in teaching in the years she had 
worked, and having to spend far more time on paperwork instead of the job she had signed 
up for, teaching children. 
 

I asked Julie her thoughts on Hexthorpe and she enthused how “warm hearted, loyal and 
lovely the people“ all were. She relates about how you used to visit Hexthorpe years before 
she actually moved. She recalls travelling on a tram, with a picnic and walking through the 
“delightful park” and ended the day out with going out boating on the river. She recalls the 
bands playing on the bandstand, and fish swimming in the running water in the park. 
Although the park had unfortunately been neglected in recent years the community is 
beginning to make a real difference to bring it back to its former glory. Julie cannot 
understand how anyone could consider Hexthorpe Park depressing and says they have 
obviously not been lately! It now boasts two play areas, one for toddlers and one for more 
adventurous ones too, and is well worth a visit. 
 

Julie has lived in Hexthorpe for thirty four years, and her first house was on Crimpsall 
Road; interestingly one of her memories of this nice house, was the litter that threw up again 
her window when it was windy. It just shows that litter is not just a problem for younger 
generations. Her next house was in Urban Road, before she settled into her lovely bungalow 
which she watched grow from just the foundations being built. 
 

I asked about her hobbies. I had an insight into her keen brain by her love of cryptic 
crosswords. She brought a book to teach herself, and does at least one a week. She 
maintains a keen interest in the current political climate, and regularly gets magazines to 
keep her up to date. She loves to read, and also writing to her many pen friends. She is also 
kept busy by her grandchildren who all visit her on a regular basic. 
 

As I reluctantly left this fascinating and wonderful lady I noticed a world 
Continued on page 9 

A Profile of Julie Smith 
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Summer is with us once again, and I am writing this the day 
after the Junction Summer Fair. Thanks to those who supported 
us in any way. We were blessed with good weather, and with 
stall holders who offered face painting and glitter tattoos in 
addition to our usual items for sale. 
 
Hexfest will soon be upon us again, and as usual, the Junction 
will be hosting a Celebration evening, this time on the 
Wednesday night, 4 July. Do come and join us for that, at 
6.30pm. or for the next one, on Thursday 2 August. John 
Crawford, the former Junction manager, will be at the July 
Celebration. 

 

As usual we have activities for the children arranged through the school holidays. This 
year we have obtained funding through the "Holiday Hunger" scheme, so between 4.00 - 
5.00pm on Mondays we will be holding "Let's Eat"; cook and eat sessions aimed at 
secondary school age children, and 4.00-5.00pm on Tuesdays primary age children will be 
able to attend "Bible Bites" - through the Bible in six meals. Numbers are limited to twelve 
at each session, so be sure to arrive on time! In addition, we have arranged a refresher of our 
popular First Aid session for teenagers run by the Red Cross, suitable for last year's 
participants or for newcomers alike. This will be at 10.00am on Thursday 26 July 2018. 
 

The Junction will be closed for staff holidays between Monday 30 July and Friday 10 
August 2018, but the Celebration and young people's sessions will still go ahead during that 
time. 
 

It has been most encouraging this year to host the local councillors' surgery once a 
month, and also for the PCSOs and Stronger Community Officers to hold regular drop
-ins. I am very grateful for the good relationship we enjoy with those who work and serve in 
the local community. 
 

The Foot Clinic, which I mentioned in my last article, is going from strength to strength. It 
attracts new people every month, and we are getting to know some of them more as they 
spend time in the Junction. 
 

If you have never heard of the Junction before - or if you have walked past and 
wondered what it is that we do, please do put your head around the door. We are open 
10.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday, and we would love to see you for a cuppa and a 
chat, or if you have anything more specific you want to discuss. Or give me (Lynn) a 
ring on 01302 349341. 
Lynn Petersen (The Junction Manager) 

map on the wall. Julie explained that was so she knew the new names for the different 
countries so that when she heard about them, or was asked to pray for them, she knew which 
country it was. Julie’s Christian faith is the foundation of her life. 
 
Julie is a wonderful lady, loved and respected by all who know her. I felt very privileged to 
be allowed to interview her. Here’s to many more happy, healthy years Julie! 
Julie was interviewed by Chris Branton. 

Continued from page 8 

The Junction Report 
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Doncaster Council are active in Hexthorpe making sure residents are adhering to the new 
Public Spaces Protection Order Dogs and Dog Control 
 

The introduction of a Borough wide Public Space Protection Order under the new powers 
will replace outdated legislation relating to dog fouling and dog control. 
 

Although, as an authority, we do recognise that the vast majority of dog owners are caring, 
responsible and respectful of their local communities, complaints are regularly received 
from residents about dog fouling and the behaviour of some dogs. Therefore to bring greater 
clarity and consistency to benefit all our residents, the prohibitions have been designed to be 
as simple as possible, clearly outlining expectations within our communities. 
 

In short, the prohibitions include the following five key areas: 
 

1. Failure to clear up your dog’s mess. 
2. The keeping of dogs on leads in specified areas 
3. Leads by order – this covers the need for people to put and keep a 

dog on a lead when directed to do so by an authorised officer. 
4. Exclusion of dogs from certain areas - this includes enclosed 

children’s play areas 
5. Carrying suitable means to remove dog fouling. 

 

Exemptions to these prohibitions would include the following: 
 

 Where a person is registered as blind in a register compiled under 
section 29 of the National Assistance Act 1948 

 

For more information please contact Doncaster Council on 01302 736000 or online, 
doncaster.gov.uk/pspodogcontrol 
 

Doncaster Council Customer Services 

Public Spaces Protection Order 

Dogs and Dog Control 

 
Walking for Health 
Meet opposite the school 
Thursdays 9.00am 
 

Let's get Active 
KEEP FIT 
St Jude's Church Hall 
Wednesdays 10.00 - 11.00am, plus tea/coffee 
Thursdays 4.45 - 5.45pm 
 

Volunteer Gardening In the Dell 
at Hexthorpe Park Flatts 
Dates and times to be arranged. 

Want to keep fit? 
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Since new regulations were brought in there has been a vast improvement in the 
parking problem. Atif of The Newspot, who has campaigned for years for something 
to be done, says that he is delighted with the new arrangements. Customers are at last 
able to park in the adjoining small park. The grass areas are now free from cars. 
 

There is still an area that causes concern to many. A number of cars are parking on 
Urban Road very close to the road junction with Flowitt Street. It is there where 
Urban Road narrows. Some of the cars are also parking partly on the pavement. This 
is not only inconvenient but also is hazardous for pedestrians. 
 

Here is a statement issued by the South Yorkshire Police on the problem of parking in 
Hexthorpe: 

"Parking in Hexthorpe on Flowitt Street and Hexthorpe Road has seemed to 
improve since the Double Yellow lines going down on each junction and the 
use of the single yellow line in front of the grassed area, also the small car 
park next to the Post Office going to one hour parking only. This area has 
been a concern to local residents of Hexthorpe for some time. Since the 
changes during a couple of weeks, tickets issued by Kingdom and Hexthorpe 
PCSO's are below: 

 26 Parking Tickets issued on Flowitt Street 
 12 Parking Tickets issued in the small car park. 

 

Parking patrols will continue to take place." 
 

A Radical solution 
 

The Hexpress received this letter some time ago it has some radical ideas! 
 

Hello! 
Why not contact the HR at the train facility and ask if they could set 
something up? 
 

Why not car share and give those who car share better parking spots in their 
parking lot? Or how about something for workers to get fit and being able to 
buy a bicycle and slowly have the cost of said bike taken out of their wages 
for a year or something?  
 

Also, set up a bike rack for the bikes (and near a camera as well). Having fit 
workers means less time off being sick. See if they'd be interested in giving 
some incentive money for workers to live locally and therefore more likely to 
stay at the job. 
 

Just some ideas for you to mull over. 
Jen 

At Last-Good News on the 
Parking Problem 
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Editor: Donald Reasbeck. Designed by George W Hiley. Printed by Design and Print, St Catherine's House 

As reported in the last Hexpress, a meeting with Neil Marshall was to be arranged to discuss 
a way forward concerning the future of the park. A group of six people have met with him. 
A very profitable and encouraging time was had. The outcome is that a meeting has been 
called to form a new Friends of Hexthorpe Park Group. 

Hexpress Comment 
 

There are two ways that you can support the community in seeking to enhance the 
quality of our lives together. Please support the events of Hexfest. The quality of 
performance will be high and there will be something for every taste. Also, please 
consider joining  the Friends of Hexthorpe Park Group. The more people that get 
involved the greater the impact will be. 

MEETING 
 

If you are concerned about the park's future - we know that 
many of you are - then please come to a meeting to form a 
new Friends of Hexthorpe Park Group. 
 

Date: Monday, 9 July 2018 
Time: 6 00pm  
Place: The Dell Cafe 

You Can Make A Difference 


