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The Flatts, including the Dell, is highlighted in this edition - 
the past, the present and a possible exciting future 

Happy Christmas 

Hexthorpe Park 2010      Source: mapio.net 
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Local Councillors 

Sue Wilkinson  Tel. 01302 817206 

Glyn Jones  Tel. 01302 816881 

Methodist Minister 

Rev Jon Bellfield   Tel. 07766397708 

Parish Priest 

Fr Stephen Edmonds  Tel. 01709 858358 

Hexthorpe Community Constable 

Contact Sergeant Butler Tel: 01302 385339 

Stronger Community Officers 

Contact: Tel. 01302 736930 

 

PACT MEETINGS 

These are held every four weeks at 2.00pm at        

St Jude’s Parish Hall. All residents are invited to 

meet and ask questions of the local police         

officers. Contact E Coyne on 01302 328626 for 

dates of meetings. 

 

The Junction 

The Junction is open to all from 10.00am-4.00pm 

each weekday. There is a comfortable drop-in 

where you can spend as much or as little time as 

you like. You can have a tea or coffee and join in 

the friendly chat or just sit in peace. 

Members of staff are happy to talk privately with 

you if you need to talk over something, or need 

some specific advice or help. There is a computer 

suite with free broadband access for all. Free    

computer courses are also available. For further  

information or help please call in or ring          

01302 349341. 

 

Any letters, articles, adverts contact: 

thehexpress.co.uk or Donald  01302 852521 

WHO’S WHO 

At Hexthorpe Parish Hall (St Jude’s)        

Laughton Road, Hexthorpe 

Monday   

1.30-2.30pm  Yoga 

Wednesday   

10.00-11.00am  Keep Fit 

11.00-11.30am  Coffee Morning 

4.30-5.30pm  Pilates 

Thursday   

9.00-12.30pm  Play Group 

2.00-3.00pm  PACT meeting (see opposite) 

4.45-5.45pm  Keep Fit 

Friday   

9.30-10.30am   Play/Learn (Mums & Toddlers) 

4.30-6.30pm   Youth Club(4-13 years old) 

Booking Manager: Fr Stephen Tel. 01709 858358 
The Hall is available for hire for parties and other 
special events. 
 

Sunday Services 
10.00am Morning Prayer 
11.00am Parish Mass 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

The King’s Cross Church Hall (Methodist) 

Tuesday   

9.15-11.00am  S.A.R.A Group                           

(Stay and Rest Awhile)       

Mums and Tots Group 

5.30pm  Mega Cruz School Years 3-6 

Wednesday 

12.45pm  Luncheon Club(first of each month) 

1.30-2.30pm   Line Dancing 

Saturday  

4.00-6.00pm  The Engine Room(third of each 

month) 

You are invited on any Sunday to the Worship 

Services at The King’s Cross Church            

10.30am and 6.00pm 
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Hexthorpe Flatts was open to the public as a park in 1903. 

THE FLATTS: A Glorious Past 

The following year saw the 
introduction of rowing 
boats on the river. 

At the top of the quarry a bandstand 
was built. It was made of cast iron. 

Then in the later 20’s the Dell was opened as a public garden. It was based on the quarry. 
This was a beautiful place. There were many flower beds at different levels with walkways 
between; there was a bird aviary and close by that a new bandstand was built (it is still 
there); there were water channels leading into a moat around the bandstand and there was a 
waterfall and fountains. A windmill pumped up water from the river. 

Continued on page 4 
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The Dell Café was built in 
1928 (now demolished). 
Many older people still 
remember holding their 
wedding reception in the old 
Dell Café. 

“It was a very popular 
venue. It was in a very 
beautiful setting. Also 
we were able to dance 
on the forecourt – if the 
sun was shining!” 

Concerts were held in the bandstand on summer Sunday afternoons and 
evenings. These were very popular and were still going strong in the1950’s. They 
gradually disappeared. 
 

A sports pavilion was built which is still standing. This replaced the old pavilion. 
There were numerous sports available – two bowling greens, two putting greens, 
crazy golf, tennis courts, swings, roundabouts and slides. 

Continued on page 5 

Continued from page 3 
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Some remember the various 
entertainments that were held 
in the Dell. The talent 
competitions for the children 
and entertainments for the 
whole family – see the picture 
of the Bohemians 
entertainment group. 

There was an amazing 
performance of Merrie 
England in 1938. People came 
from miles around – remember 
there were very few cars in 
those days. The famous Dell 
Illuminations were 
outstanding. 
 

“I remember queues of 
people from the Dell gates 
right out onto Urban Road 
every night. Dozens of trams/
trolley buses were laid on to 
transport all the people. As a 
child it was a sheer fairyland. 
On summer weekends 
hundreds of people visited 
the park. They strolled 
around in their Sunday best, 
sat and listened to the music. 
Some went rowing or walked 
on the pathways by the river. 
Plum Pudding hill was the 
place to sit and sometime an 
impromptu jazz session took 
place. In winter the hill was 
the place to go sledging. Park 
keepers patrolled the Dell 
and woe betide anyone, who walked on the grass, had picnics or rode their bicycles! 
There were greenhouses behind the Dell House where all the plants and flowers were 
grown and gardeners who worked full time in the Dell.” 

Continued from page 4 
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‘TIME FOR ACTION IN THE DELL’ 

THE FLATTS: At the Crossroads Today? 

We are now 22 years on and things don’t seem to have changed. Many people say that 
they no longer go into the park because it makes them so sad to see the state of neglect. 

This was the headline of the Hexpress No. 
37 in August 1995. An open letter to the 
Director of Recreational and Cultural 
Services included, 
 

“Last Sunday afternoon one lawn 
was covered with debris of stones, 
sticks and broken branches. I 
remonstrated with some of those 
responsible, but soon realised that 
their parents were close by.” 

 

The problem is not confined to the young. 
One of our readers reports that on seeing an 
old lady enter the Dell, she was about to 
warn her of the danger of fast-ridden bikes. 
She was dumfounded when the said lady 
proceeded to dig up some plants, put them 
in her bag and walk off! 

Continued on page 7 
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There was a false dawn in July 2002 when the headline was ‘THE DELL IS BACK’ (the 
Hexpress No. 69 July 2002). 
 

However, the hope that was generated then 
has disappeared. There is no need to list the 
negatives – they are plain for all to see. 
 

One reader said, 
“There is almost an air of desertion, 
dereliction about the place.” 

 

However, there are positives. Excellent 
community activities have been organised – 
including: 
 

 parties in the park, 
 firework events, 
 Hexfest, 
 the opening of a new Dell Café, 
 a group of ladies who have 

volunteered to look after a section of 
garden in the Dell (we will feature 
them in a future issue) and 

 a thriving Rowing Club. 

 

All these have been undertaken by 
volunteering or private initiatives. 

 
 
 

Are we at the crossroads? Perhaps not, as we possibly have already taken a wrong 
turning.  However, it might not be too late to turn back. 

The trees still look magnificent, 

especially through the Autumn months. 

Continued from page 6 
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Gallery 
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Why not? We have a potentially wonderful facility within our community. Why not 
dream what could be? We are more prosperous today than our forebears were. If a 
production on the scale of Merrie Widow was able to be produced in the year before 
the Second World War then with all our modern skills and resources what should stop 
us from having such vision? 
 

So let us dream. We can see a park that has: 
 

 Safe pathways to walk on. 
 All the sports facilities restored. 
 Rides and play equipment for children that can rival those of the 

parks in Rotherham and Sheffield. 
 Train rides around the restored paths. 
 Indestructible seats to sit on liberally scattered around the park and 

especially in the Dell. 
 Safe river paths to see the wildlife (there is plenty of it). 
 A secure Dell – that probably means an ugly high fence. 
 Restored flower beds, immaculate lawns, water flowing again in the 

channels and moat, the cliffs restored. 
 A Dell that senior people feel safe to sit in on sunny afternoons. 
 Park Keepers - or in the modern jargon, security officers. 
 Regular summer concerts in the Dell. 
 An extension to the Dell Café. 
 Toilet provision. 

 

The Friends of Hexthorpe Park Group worked tirelessly for many years to help bring some 
of this vision about. In 2002 we reported that the Dell had been given special status as an 
historic park and the group had plans to begin restoration. However, funding applications for 
the large sums of money needed were not successful. 
 

Perhaps now is the time to make another concerted effort. We believe that it will need 
people of vision from the community, voluntary groups (e.g. The Don Gorge 
Community Group), the council and the private sector to form a partnership to find a 
way forward. The community of Hexthorpe has a proud heritage. We have a sleeping 
resource here that needs to be awakened. A glorious future? Why not? 

THE FLATTS: A Glorious Future? 

Hexpress Comment 
 

We hope that the articles on the Flatts have evoked many happy memories for the 
more senior of our readers. For younger readers we hope that they have created a 
desire to see the park restored to its former glories. What an asset it could be for our 
community. 
 

Please let us know what you are thinking. If you have memories or photographs, 
please share them with us. If you have any ideas or suggestions for a way forward, 
please let us know them. 
 

There have been references in the Hexpress to the decline of The Flatts for over 20 
years. Many residents and former workers and officers, who once worked there, are 
now reluctant to visit because it makes them so sad. Our contact details are on page 
2. Please respond as we need to make our views known. 
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This is a part of a report given by Liz Reeve. It is of relevance to us today, for we have 
reported before about the state of the pathways alongside the river. 
 

“Mick and I had a busy time clearing Himalayan Balsam, sadly with only one 
other helper plus a gang of teenagers from the Doncaster Rovers citizenship 
course, who did a great job. Nevertheless, we cleared vast swathes of it and hope 
it will all help to keep it under control. 
 

Another species now seems to have taken over the river – floating Pennywort. 
This has been completely out of control on many rivers this year, but the Don has 
been particularly affected above and below Sprotbrough weir. However, we are 
unable to do anything about this as it is too dangerous. It is the Environment 
Agency’s responsibility, which it has obviously failed to meet this year. 
 

There has also been cause for complaint in the Hexthorpe area where the bank 
has been dug out. I am informed that that is possibly in the search for worms to 
fish with. Whatever, it is unacceptable as bank erosion is already a problem in 
some areas without people making it worse. I understand from the Angling 
Association that there has been police involvement in an effort to stop further 
destruction. 
 

On the positive side, occasional sightings of otters have been reported to me. 
 

We have obtained funding towards our walling project near the fish pass. We 
have a year to complete the project and now need more volunteers.” 

 

 
Please get in touch if you think that you can help: 

 

01302 313030 
lizreeve@dongorgecommunitygroup.com 

Visit our website dongorgecommunitygroup.com 

Author: Frank Pearson 
Publisher: The Waterdale Press 
 

This is a 32 page booklet giving the story of the Flatts from 
the early days of quarrying in the 16th century until the late 
20th century. It contains an excellent Hexthorpe Flatts 
discovery trail. This booklet is available on Amazon. 

The Don Gorge Community Group 
 – Otters seen in the river! 

From a Quarry to a Park 

Don Gorge Calendar 2018 
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Local News in Brief 

Launch of a New Youth Club 
 

A new Youth Club has been opened at 
Doncaster Plant Works Boxing Club. It was 
officially opened by our Member of 
Parliament Rosie. "It is great to attend the 
opening of such a valuable hub", said Rosie. 
"It is the hard work and dedication of 
volunteers and charities which help to keep 
our young people safe and supported." 
 

The Boxing Club is now based on Shady 
Side at the Springboard Centre - the old 
Hexthorpe Infant School. The Youth Club is 
being run by the Boys and Girls Club of 
South Yorkshire. It meets every Wednesday 
evening with Junior and Senior sessions; the 
activities include pool, football, arts and 
crafts table tennis, music and trips out. 
 

Barry Lilsey, Chair of the Boxing Club says, 
"The Club has always wanted to involve the 
community of Hexthorpe and beyond. Now 
we have this marvellous building we are 
beginning to achieve this." 
 

Good News on the Parking Problem 
 

We still have the tremendous parking 
problem on Hexthorpe Road and the 
adjoining roads and grass verges. This is 
created not by local people but by those who 
come from outside to places of work. As we 
have highlighted before, the businesses on 
Hexthorpe Road are suffering, as there is no 
place to park. If anything, the problem seems 
to be increasing. The danger to pedestrians is 
still there. 
 

However, there was good news recently. 
Notices were issued saying that there are 
proposals to limit the time car drivers will be 
allowed to park. These restrictions will apply 
to a large section of Hexthorpe Road, Flowitt 
Street and an adjoining car park. It is to be 
hoped that when these new regulations come 
in it will do much to alleviate the situation. 

 

Halloween Alternative 1: The Light 
Party 
 

A Light Party was held for families in the 
Crossing at The King's Cross Church on the 
evening of the 31st October - known as 
Halloween. Chloe Craven, the family worker 
at the church, explains, "60 people, made up 
of families, joined in the Light Party. There 
were practical activities, based on the 
concept of light. Then groups went out into 
the streets and visited designated houses and 
received at each house a piece of a jigsaw. 
When they returned they made up the 
jigsaw. It read - Jesus is the Light of the 
World. A short talk was then given on this 
claim of Jesus. This was followed by hot 
food." 
 

Halloween Alternative 2: Luther 
@500 
 

On the 31st October 1517 - All Saints Eve - 
Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the 
church door in Wittenberg, Germany. This is 
generally recognised as the beginning of the 
Reformation, when the Protestant Church 
emerged from the Roman Catholic Church. 
The event was remembered with a multi-
media presentation at The King's Cross 
Church. There were up to 50 people present. 
There were extracts from a DVD relating the 
events of Luther’s life and a discussion on his 
significance for us today. People were 
reminded that the freedoms we have today 
owe a lot to the boldness of men like Luther 
who, at personal cost, fought for the freedom 
of conscience to interpret the Bible. 
 

Hexthorpe Local History Group 
 

This group has been regularly on the third 
Wednesday of every month. Recently we 
have been looking at the history of the 
Hexthorpe School and also the Flatts. We 
have been studying extracts from the school 
log books – including the punishment book! 

Continued on page 12 
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Continued from page 11 

A warm welcome has been given to the Rev Jon Bellfield and his 
family as the new minister of The King's Cross Church. Jon is not 
new to Hexthorpe. He was the first manager of Beacon House 
which was a home for ex-offenders who had become Christians 
and wanted to make a new start in life. It was established in 1999. 
Jon later went to Durham to do his training. Before coming back to 
Doncaster he has been a minister in Barnsley and Camborne. 
 

Jon says, "Having returned to my spiritual home in Doncaster to 
initially work for the NHS as a chaplain, I was surprised when I 
felt God calling me to work serving the Methodist Churches in 
Doncaster. I have responsibility for four churches in Doncaster and it is a challenge. This 
challenge is made much easier when I see what God is doing here and of course to work 
amongst “the salt of the earth” the fine people of Doncaster, who in their rich tradition of 
welcome, continue to be loving. The future is very exciting! Thank you for the welcome.” 

Welcome to the New Methodist Minister 

We have also been listening to the memories 
of the school days of members of the group. 
They start in the early 30’s. 

 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 17th 
January 2017, when we will be considering 
the early history of the Don Navigation. 
There is no meeting this month. Meetings 
are held in The King’s Cross Church at 
7.00pm. 

 

A Superb New Facility 
 

A 19th century building has been 
transformed. The old hall behind The King’s 
Cross Church has been renovated. It is now 
offering 21st century facilities. The architect 
was asked to produce a plan that kept the 
features of an old classical building, one that 
could be used as a sports hall, but also as a 
meeting place for various groups. He has 
been successful, as the hall meets those 
requirements. The hall was officially opened 
by Rupert Scott, who is a former care force 
worker at The King’s Cross Church. Our 
Member of Parliament, Rosie Winterton, was 
present and spoke encouraging words. She 
was supported by our local councillor, Glyn 
Jones. Please be on the lookout for the 
numerous activities that are already taking 
place there and for new ones that will be 
started. 

Remember, Remember the 5th of 
November 
 

Once again Hexthorpe celebrated the failure 
of the Gunpowder Plot of 1605 in great 
style. A firework display and a small fair 
were held on the Flatts. Once more there 
was a great crowd of over 1,000 people. 
Thanks are due to the Council Community 
Team who organised the evening and all 
those who helped to make it such a success. 
It was good to see the park in full use. 
 

Celebration at Saint Jude’s 
 

There was a special service held in the Parish 
Church of St Jude on Friday 20th October 
2017. This was ‘The Votive of St Jude’ – a 
special Solemn Pontifical Mass held in 
honour of St Jude. The church was pleased to 
welcome the Right Rev’d Pete Wilcox, the 
Bishop of Sheffield as the visiting preacher. 
This was an important and significant event 
in the life of the St Jude’s Church. The Mass 
was followed by refreshments in the hall. 
 

Saint Jude, sometimes known as Saint Jude 
Thaddeus, was one of the original apostles of 
Christ, a brother of Saint James the Less. He 
was known for preaching the gospel in 
particularly difficult circumstances. As such, 
he became the patron saint of "hopeless 
cases, and things almost despaired of." 
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Football Stars of the Future 

You have read it here first. Perhaps we have a future football star in our community. There 
are three teams who play under the banner of Hexthorpe United F.C. The boys and young 
men in the teams come from our own Slovakian community. The inspiration behind the 
teams is Martin Nestor. Martin has been coaching and encouraging the lads for some 5 years. 
His enthusiasm is infectious. 
 

There are teams in three age groups: 9-12, 12-16 and 16-25. There are about 50 boys who 
take part. They train at the small park on Urban Road or use the excellent facilities at the 
Balby Academy. They play teams from other Slovakian communities, often in Rotherham. 
However, recently they have taken part in a tournament at the Keepmoat Stadium, when 
teams from all over Doncaster played. 
 

Martin has a dream that one day one of his players will make it to the professional level - 
even one day to the Rovers team at Keepmoat! 
 

Here is a photograph of Martin and some of his players. 

“Design an Original Christmas Greeting” 
 

Winner: Scott Jones, Hexthorpe First School 
 

First published in the Hexpress 
Issue No. 15 Dec 1991/Jan 1992 
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Another Successful Hexfest 

The coffee and the lunchtime 
concerts were both well 
attended. The music from the 
musicians from Leeds – the 
Kenwood-Reasbeck Duo and 
the Aires and Gracenotes - was 
first class. The Dell Café was 
kept busy all day as people 
listened to the music - there 
was folk, jazz, instrumental, 
Slovakian and classical. Young 
musicians, including the sisters, 
Carmen and Clara Alvarez, 
displayed their talents. 
 

There was a very well received art exhibition. This was a display of splendid paintings on 
newspapers by the Hexthorpe artist, Pete Kilkenny who is now resident in Germany. His 
paintings are on the theme of cows. Pete was featured in the 100th edition of the Hexpress. 
Also the Hexthorpe Local History Group had a display of topics they had studied. 
 

The weather this year was kind and an outdoor event for young people was able to be held 
in the Junction yard. This attracted up to 50 youngsters. A most pleasing aspect of the day 
was that those who attended the events came from a variety of different ethnic groupings.  

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 2017 

St Jude’s Church  

  Sundays 17 & 24 11.00am - Sung Mass 

  Fridays 15 & 22 12noon - Reflections on the Crib 

  Sunday 17 December 4.00pm - Christingle Service 

  Christmas Eve 7.00pm - Vigil Mass 

  Christmas Day 11.00am - Family Mass 

The King’s Cross Church  

  Saturday 16 December 4.00-6.00pm - Christmas Celebration and Engine Room Special 

  Sunday 17 December 6.00pm - Community Carol Service 

  Tuesday 19 December 6.30pm - Carols at The Junction, with food 

  Christmas Eve 7.00pm - Carol Singing Around Hexthorpe 

  Christmas Day 10.30am - All Age Celebration 
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Lynn Petersen writes: 
 

It seems scarcely two minutes since I was last writing for the 
Hexpress. Where has the summer gone! 
 

As I look back to what I wrote before the summer holidays, I 
have to confess to some disappointment that the book 
exchange scheme never took off; one or two people came in 
the first week, but none in the weeks following. I had 
obviously misjudged demand. 
 

We kept the weekly JAM (Junction Acting and Music) 
sessions running over the holidays, although sadly we felt 
unable to put on a public performance. Time with Jesus (again for primary age children) has 
continued weekly during the school term. 
 

Thanks to the council's funding, we have now acquired some planters in which to grow (and 
hopefully, later, cook) our own vegetables, and, ably led by Scott and Nick from the 
Keepmoat Stadium, we have held a short Cook and Eat course. 
 

A monthly Foot Clinic (free to those who are homeless or on benefits) has proved popular - 
the first Friday of every month - and the Stronger Community Officers are holding 
fortnightly Conversation Point meetings on alternate Monday afternoons, for anyone who 
wishes to come and discuss matters with them. 
 

We were sorry to say goodbye in September to Lilian, our long-standing ESOL tutor. 
However, by the time you read this we hope another ESOL course will be up and running. 
 

On Wednesday afternoons, Chloe Craven, the Family Worker from The King's Cross Church, 
brings in some craft activities for anyone who wishes to participate. 
 

Apart from all this, people are always welcome to just come in for a cuppa and some 
company, or else for help with filling out forms etc. 
 

If you haven't already come to see us, do call in one day. We are open Monday to Friday, 
10.00am - 4.00pm, and would love to meet you, whoever you are! 
 

Please put the date of Tuesday 19 December (6.30pm) in your diaries, and join us for 
carols and a Christmas supper. 

Lynn’s Junction Report 

Christmas Greetings 
 

We would like to wish all our readers a very happy and peaceful 

Christmas. We would urge you to support the Christmas events that take 

place in the community - the Christmas Fairs and the Carol Services.  

Look out for the Christmas Eve carol singers 
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Editor: Donald Reasbeck. Designed by George W Hiley. Printed by Design and Print, St Catherine's House 

Dear Hexpress 
 

I came across the rail disaster when researching for a small model railway project I'm 
considering. I then found the Hexpress quite by chance and equally by chance looked at the 
100th edition & found the fascinating details of the rail disaster. 
 

I agree with the descriptions of the views on the pictures - I used to walk to Oswin Avenue 
School over that footbridge in the picture on the left. I also agree that the bridge on the right 
hand picture looks remarkably like Greenfield Lane and I'm pretty sure that I (& my family) 
used to live in that house on the left. From memory we left the house about 1964 and moved 
to live on Urban Road. My father (Arthur Green) worked for the railways at sidings. My 
mother (Audrey Green) was a teacher at various schools in the area. 
 

Do you know of anyone with any information about that area of the Flatts or pictures of the 
railway in that area. I seem to remember a ghost story associated with the Greenfield Lane 
bridge in the late 1960/70's - did it make it to the local newspaper? 
 

It would be great to get in contact with anyone with any information. 
Regards 
Richard Green 

Letters 

We are indebted to George Hiley, who not only designs the Hexpress but also has 
established, designed and now maintains the website. He does all this in memory of his 
mother in law, Dora Hargrave, who was a Hexthorpe resident and died just after her 100th 
birthday. A tribute to her can be found in the Hexpress Issue No. 93. 
 

George has successfully completed putting all the issues of the Hexpress online. They can 
be found by clicking on ‘view past issues’ on the Home page of the website, 
thehexpress.co.uk. It is intriguing to read through them. They make a valuable resource for 
examining the news and issues that concerned us over the last 28 years. It has taken George 
many hours to do this; he called it “a labour of love”. We are grateful to him. 

A Valuable Archival Resource 

MISSING 
 

We have been unable to locate Issue No. 87 of the Hexpress. 
 

If there is anyone who has a copy of this, we would be 
grateful if you would contact us. We would like to make a 
copy of it. We will of course return the original. We know 
that there are some people who have kept all the back issues. 
 

If you can help, please contact us, see page 2 for details. 


