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One Hundred Not Out
This is the 100th edition of the Hexpress. It began as a
bi-monthly publication, free to every household in Hexthorpe,
in August 1989. It has continued throughout the years until
now.
Its purpose has remained the same. The original policy statement says
the aims are as follows:
1. To provide a means for exchange of news and items of interest
and concern to the people of Hexthorpe.
2. To affirm the community and further develop a sense of unity
and community within the area.
3. The content and contributors should reflect as far as possible
the nature of our Hexthorpe community.
Here is a message from one of the original
members of the editorial board Julie Smith:
”When Rupert Scot first brought out the first edition of
the Hexpress, one hundred issues ago, he brought me
alongside to assist him with getting advertisements –
cycling round all of Hexthorpe. Then suddenly (it
seemed to me) he was moving on in his life and I was
left with the whole thing! Such an amateur! The entire
issue was written out in long hand and delivered to the printers. I remember
that Colin Reasbeck assisted me in this. He was particularly good at proof
reading the script. In a year or two more knowledgeable hands than myself
took over and more up to date methods were used. The Hexpress began to
take on a really professional appearance.”
Thank you Julie we are all indebted to you.

Continued on page 12
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WHO’S WHO

WEEKLY EVENTS

Local Councillors

The King’s Cross Church Hall (Methodist)

Sue Wilkinson

Tel. 01302 817206

Tuesday

Glyn Jones

Tel. 01302 816881

9.15-11.00am

S.A.R.A Group
(Stay and Rest Awhile)
Mums and Tots Group

5.30pm

Mega Cruz School Years 3-6

Methodist Minister
Rev Jon Belfield
(from 1 Sept 2017)

Wednesday

Parish Priest
Fr Stephen Edmonds

Tel. 01709 858358

Hexthorpe Community Constable

12.45pm

Luncheon Club(first of each month)

1.30-2.30pm

Line Dancing

Saturday

Contact Sergeant Butler Tel: 01302 385339

4.00-6.00pm

The Engine Room(third of each
month)

Stronger Community Officers
Contact: Tel. 01302 736930

You are invited on any Sunday to the Worship
Services at The King’s Cross Church
10.30am and 6.00pm

PACT MEETINGS
These are held every four weeks at 2.00pm at
St Jude’s Parish Hall. All residents are invited to
meet and ask questions of the local police officers.
Contact E Coyne on 01302 328626 for dates of
meetings.

At Hexthorpe Parish Hall (St Jude’s)
Laughton Road, Hexthorpe
Wednesday

The Junction
The Junction is open to all from 10.00am-4.00pm
each weekday. There is a comfortable drop-in
where you can spend as much or as little time as
you like. You can have a tea or coffee and join in
the friendly chat or just sit in peace.

10.00-11.00am

Keep Fit

11.00-11.30am

Coffee Morning

Thursday
2.00-3.00pm

PACT meeting (see opposite)

4.45-5.45pm

Keep Fit

Friday

Members of staff are happy to talk privately with
you if you need to talk over something, or need
some specific advice or help. There is a computer
suite with free broadband access for all. Free
computer courses are also available. For further
information or help please call in or ring
01302 349341.

9.30-10.30am

Play/Learn (Mums & Toddlers)

4.30-6.30pm

Youth Club(4-13 years old)

7.00-9.00pm

Youth Club(14-18 years old)

Booking Manager: Sue Large: Tel. 07582 812440
The Hall is available for hire for parties and other
special events.
Sunday Services
10.00am Morning Prayer
11.00am Parish Mass

Any letters, articles, adverts contact:
thehexpress.co.uk or Donald 01302 852521
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Local News in Brief
The latest on the parking problem

Summer Holiday Club

At the PACT meeting it was announced that there is
some small progress on the major parking issue
around Hexthorpe Road. A knee high fence is to be
put around the grass area to prevent cars parking on
the green. However, someone has pointed out that
the cars will probably add to the numbers already on
the streets. They add that more car parking is needed
to be provided by the companies. We await further
developments.

There is to be a summer holiday club for youngsters
in July. This to be held at The King's Cross Church
on Urban Road. The theme is ‘At the Seaside’. The
dates are Monday 24 July to Wednesday 26 July
and it begins each day at at 10.00am until 12.00
noon. It is organised by the same group of
volunteers who run the highly successful and
popular monthly Engine Room. Don't miss it. Make
sure you are there on time, as there will be a big
demand if the numbers attending the Engine Room
is anything to go by.

Bus shelter

The bus shelter opposite Stone Close Avenue is to be
demolished. This was announced at the PACT
meeting. It is a solid brick structure. Why is it going?
It has been a constant source of various types of
anti-social behaviour. There are no plans as yet to
replace it with an open shelter.

Our young people

This is the time of year when many of our
youngsters are taking the next step in life. Some of
the children in our own Hexthorpe Academy will be
moving on to senior schools. 16 or 18 years old will
be leaving school and moving into jobs, training
schemes, college or university. We wish them all
well and trust that they will be happy in their new
surroundings. Very often young people are
criticised but we should be proud of our local
youngsters. Many are hardworking and have
achieved much in various spheres of activities. We
think also of those just about to begin their school
careers. As Hexfiles show, they are entering a very
good school that offers our children an exciting
future. School is somewhat different to when many
of our senior residents were young - please see the
article on page 6 on the school during the Second
World War. It was a different world.

The Hexthorpe Flatts Bowling Club

We understand that the club no longer has a team in
the Doncaster Bowls League. The members have
grown old and have not been replaced by younger
players. As long as most older people can remember
there has been a Bowling Club in the park. There
were regular mid-week and weekend fixtures. Over
the years there have been some quality local players,
some of who became Doncaster champions. "It is
such a pity", says a local resident." In my lifetime I
have spent many happy summer days watching the
skill of the players. It was always a good social event
as well. But there are so many alternative attractions
for youngsters today and some things cannot
compete. Unfortunately it seems that one victim is
our local bowls club."

What is the future for the Flatts and The Dell?

In our next issue we hope to feature our park. It is potentially a great facility and attraction. How can it be
improved? What do you like about it? Have you any memories? We would love to hear your views.
Please let us know – our contact details are on page 2
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Hexthorpe is Well Served by its Two Cafes
Both our two cafes are celebrating anniversaries. We are very fortunate to have them. They
complement each other. Angie’s Tasty Corner, 91 Hexthorpe Road, offers cooked breakfasts and
meals with lovely desserts. The Dell Café is the place to relax overlooking the park with a coffee or
tea, plus a cake or a sandwich hot or cold of various kinds. Both are caring, welcoming places, and
are assets to the community.

Angie’s Tasty Corner is Ten Years Old
Angelina is celebrating this month the tenth anniversary of the café’s opening.
“We opened in July 2007 and are now celebrating ten years of service to
the locals in Hexthorpe and beyond”, Angie says. “It has been a great
journey and hopefully there is more to come. It all started out as a family
affair with all my family involved in one way or another – painting,
cleaning, shopping, organising everything to be ready to open in late July.
When I did so, I did it with the help of
mum-in-law and my wonderful
“Also it has helped me to my
mother, Mrs Shirley Rodwell. There
fulfil my dreams of one day have been lots of tears, tantrums, loads
of love and many laughs. I was raised
owning my own place.” in Hexthorpe and went to the local
schools and so it has been nice to
provide a service here. Also it has helped me to fulfil my dreams of one
day owning my own place. Sadly along the way we have lost a lot of
friends and family.
My biggest inspiration was my mum, who always believed in me and kept me going. If it wasn’t
for her offering a complete stranger (waiting outside in the rain for a neighbour) a cuppa, none of
this would have happened. So enough of this. If any of you don’t know my café, pop along and
give us a try. Everything is made fresh daily and all locally sourced products are used. You never
know you might make some new friends. Finally, I would just like to say a big thank you to all
you people who have supported me all these years. I look forward to serving you for the next
ten.”

The Dell Cafe: What a Way to Celebrate
The popular Dell café celebrated its third birthday on 24 June
2017 – and what a way to celebrate! At 12.00 noon precisely the
famous Red Arrows gave a superb air display over Doncaster. It is
said that they were giving the display for the military parade in
town to celebrate Arms Forces Day. However, we like to think
that we know differently! The Dell Café had a special day. There
were numerous stalls on the green and of course plenty of coffee/
tea, paninis, sandwiches and cakes were consumed. The café has
become a meeting place for local people and beyond. A craft
group and a reading club meet regularly. Almost every week
former residents of Hexthorpe call in. They have come back to
revisit their old haunts and they love to reminisce.
Janet, the manageress, is just the right person to greet them. She herself was born and bred in Hexthorpe,
coming from an old Hexthorpe family. Janet usually knows someone who belongs to her customers! Her
welcome is always cheerful. She is ably assisted by Lizzie who equally makes people feel instantly at
home. Janet and Lizzie are always ready to give a listening, sympathetic ear to anyone who wants
reassurance.
There can be no better place to drink coffee than to sit on the veranda and to view the park.
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A Narrow Escape at the Railway Disaster
at Hexthorpe, 1887
“How we got out I do not know. The
shrieks and cries were terrible.”

when I saw a man on the line hoisting a red
flag and shouting, “Hi! Hi!” In an instant there
was a great crash in the rear of the train. It
lifted the carriages behind us right up and we
were thrown violently forward. Our carriage
was not smashed. How we got out I do not
know. The shrieks and cries were terrible.
Axes were used to break the carriage up to let
people out. It was not raining much at the time
of the accident, but it came on very heavily
afterwards. There were Mrs Burleigh and her
daughter in the carriage behind us. This carriage was completely destroyed. A young lady
with Mrs Burleigh was killed on the spot.”

These are the words of a woman who survived the
terrible rail accident at Hexthorpe in1887. In a
previous issue we had an item giving some details of
this railway disaster. An excursion train from
Sheffield, carrying passengers going to the
Doncaster races, had stopped at the Hexthorpe
station platform. The Liverpool and Manchester
express was travelling on the same line also heading
for Doncaster. With little warning the express came
thundering down the track and smashed into the rear
of the stationary train at a terrific speed.
We have come across some more information*.
Here is the story of Annie Wheelhouse of Sheffield
who survived the crash, in which 19 people were
killed.

It appeared that the cause of the disaster was the
driver of the express train going through a danger
signal when approaching Hexthorpe. Both he and
the train guard stated that they did not see the signal.
The driver had been in the service of the company
for 20 years and he was regarded as one of their
safest and most experienced men. On Monday the
14 November 1887, the engine driver and fireman
appeared at York Crown Court charged with
manslaughter. They pleaded not guilty. After
hearing all the evidence, the jury returned a verdict
of not guilty and the prisoners were released.

“I left Sheffield with the excursion train and
sat in a third class compartment in which were
seven or eight passengers. Our carriage was in
the middle of the train nearer to the rear than
the front. Everything had gone right until we
reached the ticket platform at Hexthorpe for
the collection of the tickets. The collector had
taken our tickets and was getting off the step

*A Bridge in Time, Rotherham FHS, Patrick Bagnall

Just where was the accident? Where was the old Hexthorpe station?
When we last published the story there was discussion around these questions. Look at the two
pictures that were published at the time.
The picture on the left is obviously facing towards Sheffield from where the train had come from. The
bridge looks to be the footbridge leading from the Flatts towards Oswin Avenue.
The picture on the right is facing the opposite direction towards Doncaster. The bridge appears to be the
Greenfield Lane Bridge. This picture was drawn by a Sheffield Telegraph artist after the damaged carriages
had been removed. There appears to be a platform at the side of the track. Also, just before the bridge is a
house on the left. This house is remembered by older residents.
If all this is correct, then it would suggest that the Hexthorpe station was off the side of the Flatts
where the football pitch now is.
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The Hexthorpe Local History Group
This group meets every 3rd Wednesday of the month at The King’s Cross Church 7.00pm. It has
recently been looking at how the Hexthorpe Council Junior Mixed School was affected by the events
of the Second World War.
Here are some extracts from the school log book
for the opening years of the war. Look out for
how the staff was involved in safety; the air raids;
the phenomenal sum of £722 banked in 1942 would be about £29,000 today!
1939, 11 September
Owing to the outbreak of war and the
condition laid down by the Board of
Education school did not reopen.
18 September
In accordance with the wishes of the
LEA a scheme to keep in touch with the children was put into
operation. The attendance of the children is to be voluntary, each
group to consist of not more than 25 children in charge of one teacher,
who are not to be on the premises more than one hour per session.
23 October
Reopened school. First rehearsal in use of the Air Raid Shelters.
1940, 12 January
Mr Watson absent for the morning session to attend a course on
Incendiary Bomb Control.
1 March
Air Raid Drill was taken at 11.50. Mattocks, spades and ambulance
boxes were carried.
14 May
Owing to the international situation the Government decided that
there should be no Whit Holiday. Consequently the school reopened on
May 14 as instructed on the wireless.
30 September
There was no morning school owing to Air Raid Warnings during the
previous night. Four Warnings were sounded at 1.00am. to 1.35, 1.45 to
2.00, 2.50 to 3.10 6.40 to 7.00.
13 December
Morning school commenced at 10.00am. owing to an Air Raid Alert
during the night (8.45 to 4.10am. – 7 hours and 25 minutes). 194
children were present out of 309.
1941, 10 January
All the members of staff received instructions during the lunch interval
on the use of a Stirrup Pump.

21 January
The Alert sounded at 3.20pm. The children were all in the shelter
within 5 minutes. The all-clear signal sounded at 3.35pm.
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3 February
A combined staff meeting of the Juniors’ and Infants’ Schools was
held to discuss the question of Fire Watching. It was decided to
submit a list of names of volunteers.
11 February
School commenced at 10.00am. owing to an Air-Raid Warning on the
previous night.
7 March
Air Raid Warning from 3.15pm. to 4.10pm. 55 minutes spent in the Air
Raid shelter.
28 April
Fire Watching commenced. Members of the Staffs of the two
departments will fire watch on weekday nights.
16 December
Head attended a meeting at the Education Office re the use of the
school as a First Line Rest Centre for the care of the homeless.
18 December
Head attended a meeting to discuss ‘The Care of Young Children of
Women War Workers’.
1942, 10 February
Warship Week
Parents invited to visit the school during the week to see children’s
posters, to hear songs and plays and to deposit money in the School
Bank. Our target: £150. Our Result: £722.
27 May
School was used for the distribution of Ration Books.
9 June
The following children who were entered for the ‘Special Places’ Exam
as Evacuees have been awarded places at the Secondary School:
Charles Moore, Valerie Major and Audrey Dearing.

Reproduced with the kind permission of Doncaster Archives.

During the past year the Hexthorpe Local History Group has looked at the following areas
of local study:








Old Hexthorpe and the Manor House
The old Hexthorpe Hall, located where Dell Crescent now is
The Doncaster Workhouse, located off Hexthorpe Road, part of which
became Plant Offices,
The origins of the street names
The old shops of Hexthorpe
Studying the early days of the schools, using log books
Hexthorpe during the world wars

Do join us - Remember the next meeting is on 19 July at The King's Cross Church @ 7.00pm
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Hexfest 2017
This is the second Hexfest to be held in Hexthorpe.
It begins on the evening of Friday 7th July with a Junction celebration, this includes
participatory gospel music.
The main programme is on Saturday 8th July.
ALL THE MUSIC IS FREE
Friday 7th July
Celebration at the Junction, 6.30pm
Saturday 8th July
Coffee Concert at The King's Cross Church, 10.30am
A concert given by the Kenwood-Reasbeck Duo:



Elizabeth Kenwood, Oboe and Cor Anglais
Peter Reasbeck, Piano

Coffee served before and following this concert
Lunchtime Concert at the King's Cross Church, 12.00pm
A concert 'Nature's Delight' given by Aires &amp; Gracenotes:





Rachel van Heel, soprano
Dawn Lloyd, mezzo soprano
Howard Clinkard, tenor
Peter Reasbeck, Piano

Lunch served following this concert.
All Day music at the Dell Cafe from 10.30am
Including: Folk - Jazz - Instrumental - Slovakian - Classical
Delicious food and drinks served all day.
For Young People at the Junction, 7.00pm
Live Music - Testimony - Chill
Art and Local History Exhibitions at the King's Cross Church
The 100th edition of the Hexpress will be available at the venues
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A Profile of Pete Kilkenny
You can take a man out of Hexthorpe, but cannot take Hexthorpe out of a man
The story of his journey – from a Hexthorpe boy to an influential German Artist
Preparations are underway for a historical exhibition which will show works of Friedrich Voltz
1817-1886 (one of the foremost German painters of animals, particularly cows) together with works of
Pete Kilkenny, whose theme has been cows for the last 17 years. The Friedrich Voltz - Pete Kilkenny
exhibition is from the 25 August - October 2017 in the castle of Tittmoning.
Since 2013 Pete Kilkenny
has access to many original
works of Friedrich Voltz
both on paper and on canvas
which he is now interpreting
into his own work. He
continues with his series of
paintings on newspapers
from around the world which
includes also works which
are direct interpretations of
those from Friedrich Voltz.

not remember, "The Love
Tree" that we all climbed
into?
I worked on the
Doncaster Market at
"Sid's Biscuits" from the
age of 11 to 18. Having
done a foundation course
at Doncaster Art College
I went on to study art at
Newcastle Polytechnic.
Finishing my degree in
1984 I left England for Greece, not knowing
that I would end up travelling extensively for 3
years, from Greece to Turkey & Israel, then on
to Asia, Thailand, Malaysia, Burma,
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan before
returning to Europe. In Greece I had become a
street musician and this always remained an
option if I was stuck for money.”

Pete says, ”It is a great honour to be integrated
into German painting history in this way.”
The Hexpress asked Pete to tell us something of his
story.
It was in October 2013 that he completed a one year
long project of paintings on the front double page of
the largest national German newspaper, the
"Süddeutsche". The completion of this huge project
came to the notice of many local newspapers.

After 3 years of travel Pete finally settled in Bavaria
in Germany where he worked in various factories for
about 3 years, before starting up his own Tree
Surgery Company. From 1991 to 2006 exclusively
he was working for the local Borough Councils and
taking care of many listed trees including the
"Hindenburg Lime", a 1000 year old lime tree. This
is probably one of the greatest trees in the whole of
Germany.

Indeed 2013 was a gigantic year for Pete.
“In most recent years I had sold paintings to
Marion Würth, daughter of Reinhold Würth one
of the top 20 biggest art collectors in the world.
In June of 2013 one of the seven paintings of
mine purchased by Marion Würth was then
included in the exhibition, "Menagerie" in the
Würth Art Gallery hanging opposite and beside
works from Heinrich von Zügel, Max
Liebermann, Georg Baselitz, Picasso etc”

“Having always being the artist at heart I finally
gave up my company in 2006 to dedicate myself
to painting having already started on the theme
of cows back in the year 2000. Since 2013
almost all my works are painted on international
newspapers.”

The "Red Bull" TV company "Servus TV" in
Salzburg invited him to appear on their channel
having previously filmed Pete at work and at home
in his studio. This led to further appearances on
Bayern TV and an article in the "Süddeutsche"
newspaper.

The picture of his cow on the Independent was the
last ever issue of that newspaper.
It is a fascinating journey. There must be many
more stories of local Hexthorpe people who have
made a similar journey from Hexthorpe to…..?

Pete is very proud of his roots in Hexthorpe.
“Born in 1962 I lived in Hexthorpe till I was 19.
Hexthorpe Park was a haven as a child. In my
youth, I spent almost every minute of my spare
time there and down the river Don; who does

If you know of any, please let us know. Pete’s
story should be an inspiration to our youngsters
today.
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"Golden Bull",
the painting bought by
Marion Würth,
photographed by
Conny Ayen the curator of
the Würth Collection
Last edition of,
"The Independent"
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Lynn’s Junction Report
Life is never dull at the Junction! Although the summer months are generally quieter, we have had an
influx of new people over recent weeks, who have quickly become part of the
Junction community.
As well as our regular team of volunteers, we have the privilege of help from
Sandra Ee, who works for Doncaster Methodist Circuit, on one afternoon a
week, and two sessions with Chloe Craven, the Children and Families Worker
attached to The King’s Cross Church. Chloe has also been leading Time with
Jesus during term time for primary school children. Why not come into the
Junction one Wednesday or Friday afternoon and introduce yourself to her?
I am especially excited about a new initiative which we are planning to
launch during the school holidays, a Book Exchange at 2.30pm on
Tuesday afternoons starting 25 July. Bring a book you have read (either
children’s or adult’s books) and swap it for one brought by someone else.
We have no library in Hexthorpe, so hopefully this will be a cost-free way
of ensuring a healthy circulation of books and encourage more reading.
And you can have a coffee (or juice) and a chat at the same time.
Another development in the not-too-distant future is that the local councillors, Sue Wilkinson and Glyn
Jones, are hoping to use The Junction for some of their surgeries. We look forward to welcoming them,
and those who will be coming to speak to them.
Following on from last year’s successful Making Melody for primary school children during the school
summer holidays, this year we are planning to have weekly JAM sessions (Junction Acting and Music),
culminating in a concert for parents and others in The King’s Cross Church before the end of the holidays.
Watch out for more details of this and of the councillors’ surgeries.
Thanks to all who supported our Summer Fair on Monday 26 June, where we raised £77 towards the work
of the Junction and, more importantly, made lots of contacts with people coming in or just walking past come back to see us at other times, and especially for the celebration for Hexfest at 6.30pm on Friday 7 July.
Lynn Petersen

Letters
Dear Hexpress
Well done Hexpress for your latest News Extra. Not for the first time in my life I have realised how wise is
the advice - 'Beware of jumping to conclusions!' As I have gone along Urban Road these past months I
couldn't make sense of what I was seeing.' Why does this area of Hexthorpe have more cars than any
another part of England?' I said to myself. 'Has everyone gone car mad?'
But, no; I'd got it wrong - not inhabitants, but the railway workers. The photograph make that plain. So I
want to apologise to my Hexthorpe neighbours for reckoning that they must have been responsible for this
unsightly, anti-social practice. I am glad I've been put right. With the number of possible solutions
suggested in the paper, surely we will see action taken soon.
Charles Scott
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Continued from page 1

At times there were fewer editions because finance was a problem. However, it has survived and is now on
a firm footing. It was at first published by the Hexthorpe Methodist Church, then handed over to HEXQOL
(Hexthorpe Quality of Life), then under the wing of the Hexthorpe School Community Liaison Group and
now finally under the management of the Junction.
Messages of congratulations have been received.
“Having represented Hexthorpe for over 18 years I know and highly
value the positive contribution that the Hexpress has brought to the
community of Hexthorpe, reporting on many rich and diverse issues
that Hexthorpe has had over the years. The editorial staff and
everyone involved with the Hexpress have consistently shown their
deep rooted constructive optimism for the future and continue to do
so, offering both praise and occasional criticism where required. I
eagerly await future editions!”
Glyn Jones (Hexthorpe & Balby North Councillor
"Many congratulations to everyone involved in Hexpress on
producing this 100th edition. What a fantastic achievement. Hexpress
really is a great asset for our community, keeping local people
informed about what is happening in and around Hexthorpe. I know it
is highly valued and appreciated by local residents. Well done to
everyone who has contributed to making it such a success. Here's to
the next 100 editions!"
Ros Jones Mayor of Doncaster
“I am delighted to congratulate all at the Hexpress on their 100th
edition. The Hexpress plays a vital role in keeping the people of
Hexthorpe informed about local news and local activities. I know how
hard local organisations are working in the Hexthorpe area to build a
cohesive, caring community. The Hexpress epitomises that spirit of
working together.”
Dame Rosie Winterton M.P. for Doncaster Central.

Hexpress Comment
We realise that we now live in a different age to when the first edition was
printed. We are now in the digital age. Social media was unheard of. The
Hexpress now has its own website. However, we still believe that the
Hexpress in its present published form still has a place. Opinions of every
kind – some not so kind! – are often now expressed about issues in our
community in social media. We are aware of real concerns and at times we
reflect them.
However, while not burying our heads in the sand, we want the Hexpress to
mainly concentrate on positive things, on good news stories. We believe that
we still have much to be proud of; we need to remind ourselves of these
things and celebrate them.

Editor: Donald Reasbeck. Designed by George W Hiley. Printed by Design and Print, St Catherine's House
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