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Salmon in the
River Don
Who would have thought it? Salmon have returned to the River
Don that flows through Hexthorpe.
The Environment Agency has built a £500,000 fish and eel pass at
Sprotbrough Weir, near Doncaster, allowing fish to migrate
upstream as far as Rotherham, and also into the River Dearne.
Salmon were once so common on the River Don that they provided an affordable meal and
formed a staple part of the local diet.
But in the 18th Century a number of weirs were built along the river for industry or to
regulate water levels for boats. These prevented salmon, lamprey and eels from migrating,
and any coarse fish like barbel that are washed over a weir during high waters cannot return
back upstream.
Pollution from industry during the 19th and
20th Centuries then made the river
uninhabitable for most wildlife. Don
Catchment Rivers Trust have recently been
successful with funding for the ‘Living
Heritage of the River Don’ project. Thanks
to the Heritage Lottery Fund and match
funders, the project will connect up habitats
along the River Don by building fish passes
on several weirs. Along with similar actions
by other organisations along the river, the
ultimate aim of the project is to allow
Salmon to pass along the Don as far as
Sheffield – something they have not been
able to freely do for 200 years.

The recent fish pass built at Sprotbrough has
proved successful, and juvenile Salmon have
now been spotted in the River Dearne.

Continued on Page 8

WHO’S WHO

WEEKLY EVENTS

Local Councillors

The King’s Cross Church Hall (Methodist)

Sue Wilkinson

Tel. 01302 817206

Monday

Glyn Jones

Tel. 01302 816881

3.30pm
Tuesday

Methodist Minister
Rev Ian S Rutherford

Tel: 01302 852024

9.15-11.00am

S.A.R.A Group
(Stay and Rest Awhile)
Mums and Tots Group

Tel. 01709 858358

5.30pm

Mega Cruz School Years 3-6

7.25pm

The Club with No Name School
Year 7 and upwards

Parish Priest
Fr Stephen Edmonds

Mini Cruz Key Stage 1 children

Hexthorpe Community Constable
Contact Sergeant Butler Tel: 01302 385339

Wednesday

Stronger Community Officers

12.30pm

Luncheon Club(first of each month)

Contact: Tel. 01302 736930

2.00-3.00pm

Line Dancing

You are invited on any Sunday to the Worship
Services at The King’s Cross Church
10.30am and 6.00pm

PACT MEETINGS
These are held every four weeks at 2.00p.m. at
St Jude’s Parish Hall. All residents are invited to
meet and ask questions of the local police officers.
Contact E Coyne on 01302 328626 for dates of
meetings.

At Hexthorpe Parish Hall (St Jude’s)
Laughton Road, Hexthorpe
Wednesday

The Junction

10.00-11.00am

Keep Fit

The Junction is open to all from 10.00am-4.00pm
each weekday. There is a comfortable drop-in
where you can spend as much or as little time as
you like. You can have a tea or coffee and join in
the friendly chat or just sit in peace.

11.00-11.30am

Coffee Morning

Members of staff are happy to talk privately with
you if you need to talk over something, or need
some specific advice or help. There is a computer
suite with free broadband access for all. Free
computer courses are also available. For further
information or help please call in or ring
01302 349341.

Friday

Thursday
2.00-3.00pm

PACT meeting (see opposite)

4.45-5.45pm

Keep Fit

9.30-10.30am

Play/Learn (Mums & Toddlers)

4.30-6.30pm

Youth Club(4-13 years old)

7.00-9.00pm

Youth Club(14-18 years old)

Booking Manager: Sue Large: Tel. 07582 812440
The Hall is available for hire for parties and other
special events.
Sunday Services
10.00am Morning Prayer
11.00am Parish Mass

Any letters, articles, adverts contact:
thehexpress.co.uk or Donald 01302 852521
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Letters
Danger on the roads

Dear Hexpress
I have just come home from my early morning walk. Fortunately my owner and myself
have arrived here on one piece. That is no thanks to the drivers of the vans on Urban Road.
It is like a speed track every morning between 7.00 and 7.30am. There seem to be dozens
of them. The main culprits are vans from local building firms. There is another accident
waiting to happen. There was one only last week.
Can I speak for our children as well? A new flashing sign is now in use near the school. It
says, "When my lights are flashing, go no more than 20 mph." Some drivers ignore it.
Others get impatient with those who are holding them up by keeping to the 20mph limit.
Please remember the safety of our children and of our dogs (and our owners) is of the
greatest importance.
A Worried Dog

Ron's Campaign is Successful
Congratulations to Ron Curry of Hexthorpe. He has been successful in his campaign
to have the lost historic cinema plaque replaced. (See our last Issue).
He writes to the Hexpress;
” ‘The Power of Hexpress’; glad to inform you that through your involvement and writing
appeal for funding, (thanks to Doncaster Civic Trust and The British Film Institute) the
plaque is now remade and can be seen attached to the last Cinema Façade on Doncaster’s
High Street. The 1914 ‘Picture House’ cinema the plaque commemorates was the first with
‘Talkies’ in the town, August 5th 1929.”
Make sure that you have a look the next time you go down the High Street in town.

School Memories
The editor, Donald, is working on the story of the Hexthorpe Schools. The first school in
Hexthorpe was in the Doncaster Workhouse in the mid-19th century. There was also a small
Dame School. Then followed the Hexthorpe St James School in 1875, to be followed in the
twentieth century by the Hexthorpe Infants and Primary Schools. These then developed
into the Hexthorpe School of today. There is much information in the school log books.
However, there also must be many stories about school life – teachers, what it was like in a
classroom, discipline etc - stored in the memories of former pupils. If you would like to
share these, please contact Donald 01302 852521 or via our website, thehexpress.co.uk .
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News from the Junction
Dear Readers
It was with a considerable amount of trepidation that I took up the post of manager of
The Junction just over eighteen months ago. I was well aware of the high esteem in
which the previous manager, John, had been held, and of all the hard work he had
done over the fifteen years he had been in post, and knew that his shoes would be hard
to fill. However, with the support of the Management Committee and an incredible
team of volunteers, I have survived!
Although not previously a Hexthorpe
resident, I knew the community well, as
for twenty years I had been a member
of The King’s Cross Church (formerly
Hexthorpe Methodist). This meant that
I found it relatively easy to make my
home here as well as my workplace. I
can rarely step outside my front door
without meeting someone I know! I am
grateful to so many people in the community for making me feel at home.
The work at The Junction has had its challenges. For those readers unfamiliar with it, The
Junction is a community advice and drop-in centre at 28 Hexthorpe Road (in the old Rising
Sun Public House). It is part of The King’s Cross Church, and has been operating now for
21 years, 10 in the old butcher’s shop across the road and 11 in its present location. We also
have a number of flats which we rent out to local people in need of housing. The Junction is
open from 10am - 4pm Monday to Friday. People come in for a game of pool, a coffee and
chat, to do some crafts or cookery, or for advice and help with, for example, form-filling.
We also have a simple lunchtime service at 12.30pm on Tuesdays, followed by a sandwich
lunch. Some people come in as a “one-off” for a specific purpose, and others attend more
regularly and form a loose “Junction community”.
English for Speakers of Other Languages(ESOL) classes are held twice a week, and new
recruits to these are always welcomed. In addition, a 7 week course is available for people
with life controlling habits. We are also able to offer computer lessons to those who wish
for it. If you have lived in Hexthorpe for some time, or if you are new to the area, I would
encourage you to pop in and see us at The Junction. The kettle is always on, and you will be
assured of a warm welcome.
Lynn Petersen
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Local News in Brief
Music in the Park - Hexfest

Party in the Park

This has now become an annual event and
looked forward to by many local people. It is
to be held on the 27th of August 12.00 5.00pm. It is organised by the Hexthorpe
Community Enterprise. Please give this your
support. It is so good that the park is being
used again and that there are several events
there this year. There are activities that will
keep the whole family entertained all
afternoon. This year there is to be live onstage entertainment. Admission is free.

On Saturday 2nd July there is to be a music
day in Hexthorpe - Hexfest. This is
organised through the Junction, part of the
King's Church. There is to be a variety of
music in five different venues during the day
- St Jude's Church, The King's Cross
Church, the Junction, the Dell Cafe and the
Dell in the Hexthorpe Flatts Park. There is
to be a band in the bandstand! This has been
asked for by many people over many years.
Please look out for publicity giving details.
Visit our website, thehexpress.co.uk, to find
out what is happening when. Please support
this new venture.

Praise in the Park

This took place on Pentecost Sunday
afternoon in May. The four congregations
that meet at The King's Cross Church held an
hour of praise. There are four different
language services held every Sunday Shona (Zimbabwean), Farsi (Iranian), Slovak
(Slovakian) and English. The Methodist
minister, Ian Rutherford said, "Pentecost is
when the Holy Spirit was sent and the
Apostles were able to speak in the languages
that people from different nations could
understand. So it is appropriate that we
celebrate the day by having four different
languages.' Each group contributed songs in
their own languages. It was a fine afternoon
and several hundred people were present. It
is hoped to make this an annual event.

Ed:
It is so good that the park is being used
again and that there are several events there
this year. Please support these when you
can. The park is still an area that we should
be proud of. The more we use it and value it,
the greater chance there is that more
resources will be put into it to further
improve the facilities.

Local History Group
The second meeting was held on
Wednesday18th May. Some of the rich
amount of source material that is available
for our past years was introduced. Old maps
and postcards were examined. Members of
the meeting provided some new and
interesting material. In particular, there was
much material about the Hexthorpe House
(Hall, not pub). There is much to find out.
Many local people must have some
interesting and valuable material, not least in
their memories. The group would love to
hear from you. All are welcome to the next
meeting on Wednesday 22nd June at the
King’s Cross Church @ 7.00pm.

Birthday in the Park

The Dell Cafe is celebrating its second
birthday on Saturday 25th June. The cafe has
become a popular place for visitors to the
park and also a venue for many local people
to drop in for a drink or a bite to eat and to
meet friends. People working locally call in
for lunch. There will be stalls on the green
on the special day. A new life is being
brought to the Flatts through the cafe.

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from page 5

The Hexthorpe Bus
Once again there have been changes to the Hexthorpe Bus route. It has caused some
confusion among passengers. They have not been helped by the Timetables that have been
issued. They are not the clearest of documents. Furthermore, some drivers were not briefed
sufficiently as to the new routes. Some still went down Duke Street and some drivers came
up Shadyside from town.
Basically, we need to remember that there are three buses that serve Hexthorpe:

Number 71 is the old circular route through Hexthorpe and is every half an hour.

Number 72 goes up to the school, but then goes over the Greenfield Lane Bridge
and on to Tesco, and then on to the Dome and into town. It is every half an hour.

Number 73 is the reverse of 72, except when getting to Hexthorpe it goes down
Shadyside.
Remember
1) Number 71 and 72 from the interchange both go up Urban Road and
2) No bus goes down Duke street.
You can get a printed timetable from Doncaster Interchange or download a timetable from
the Travel South Yorkshire website www.travelsouthyorkshire.com/timetablefinder.aspx

The Queen’s Birthday Celebration
Happy Birthday was sung to the Queen on her 90th birthday and a birthday cake was cut by
our own Elizabeth (Liz Boardman), suitably wearing a crown for the occasion. This was at
the birthday tea held at the King’s Cross Church. It was a great afternoon. Around 140
people, who filled the beautifully decorated tables in the new hall, enjoyed a cream tea,
including wonderful cakes. The Rev Ian Rutherford spoke for a few minutes introducing
the book, ‘The Servant Queen and the King she serves’. A copy of the book was given to
each person present. The afternoon ended with a rousing singing of the National Anthem.
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Doncaster Cinema History (Part Two)
Ron Curry
By 1911 the demand for cinema was rewarded by the first purpose built picture house “The
Electra Palace” in Frenchgate. It had 630 seats later to be renamed the Regal. Then came the
Picture House in the High Street which was opened on September 28 th 1914, with Egyptianstyle auditorium detailing. On August 4th 1914 Britain declared war on Germany, this was
the war to change everything, and with so many men in the forces audiences declined and
some cinemas had to close.
This decline was not to last long, and cinema was to have its heyday in the boom years after
the war. In the years that followed modern and comfortable cinemas were elected The
Gaumont Palace, The Ritz Super Cinema, The Windsor, The Astra, The Odeon, The ABC
and The Warner Bros.
A new and major technical revolution arrived in the industry the “talkies” and on August 5 th
1929 the Picture House in High Street presenting (as it claimed) “The Worlds Finest Talking
Pictures” when the queues for “The Singing Fool” formed along High Street and down into
Scot Lane and Baxtergate, queues like these ensured that talking pictures were here to stay
and the towns other cinemas rushed to follow their competitors example. By September
1931 Doncaster had five talking cinemas in the town centre, plus one in the suburbs the
Balby Cinema.
An estimate in 1936 on audience attendance at Doncaster cinemas in a normal week was
round about 50,000. Within the town boundaries there were seven sites, offering every
weekday at least two complete programmes and others offering eight hours of continuous
programmes. Research also showed that the town centre over the years had some 13
cinemas and more than 30 picture houses had existed in the Metropolitan Borough of
Doncaster.
The Gaumont

The Picture House
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www.dcrt.org.uk or you can drop into one
of the upcoming clean-up sessions to lend
a hand for a few hours. The Trust will be
attending Party in the Park at Hexthorpe
Flatts on 27th August and would love to
chat to anyone about volunteering, or
anyone with memories of the River Don
they would like to share.

Another aspect of the Living Heritage of the
River Don project is to get people involved
with the river and promote its special
heritage. The Trust have planned a walking
trail between Doncaster and Sheffield, a
geocache trail, school sessions, a youth art
project, as well as community events and
many opportunities to get involved as a
volunteer.
Rachel Walker, Community Engagement
Officer for the project said “When the
project was being developed the majority of
people we talked to did not visit the river.
There was a perception that it is full of litter,
graffiti, and generally not a nice place to be.
Having Salmon return to the river proves
that the water quality is the best it has been
in decades, and much of the riverside is
lovely. However, there are still some areas
that need attention and we hope our clean up
sessions will encourage people to get
involved with their local environment – it’s a
great way to spend a couple of hours enjoying the outdoors.” There are lots of
opportunities for people to help and get
involved with Living Heritage of the River
Don. Application forms to become Event &
Education volunteers are on the website,

In the fourth Issue of the Hexpress in
February 1989 - some twenty seven years
ago – the front page headline was ‘FISH
IN THE DON – the unbelievable has
happened’. It has happened again, but
now with salmon.

River Don - Transport
early 20th Century
Editor: Donald Reasbeck. Designed by George Hiley. Printed by Design and Print, St Catherine's House
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