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Twenty five years old
1989 - 2014
The first edition of the Hexpress was published in
August 1989. Its main aim was to bring the people of
Hexthorpe together by reporting the good things that
were happening in the community. At the same time
it was to be a forum where concerns could be raised,
but always so that our life together could be
improved.
We hope that these original intentions are still being
met. Times have changed and the means of
communication have advanced - the internet, Facebook,
Twitter and so on. The Hexpress has its own websitethehexpress.co.uk - Please visit it and make contact with
us about any news, events or views to be aired.
The Hexpress began as an initiative of the Methodist
Church(now known as The King's Cross Church). In
2001 it became the responsibility of Hexqol, the Hexthorpe Quality of Life Group. Now it is
produced jointly with the Hexthorpe School's Hexfiles, coming under the umbrella of the
School/Community Liaison Group. Originally it was published every two months but
because of funding issues it now is published every school term. However, up to date news
is to be found on our website
It has become an established feature of local life. Letters and requests have come from not
only all parts of the country, but also all parts of the world. Wherever Hexthorpe people
have settled they have shown a keen interest in their roots through the Hexpress.
The community is grateful to all those residents who have in any way contributed to its
production and delivery over the years. Dozens of volunteers have given of their time and
skills.

WHO’S WHO

WEEKLY EVENTS
The King’s Cross Church Hall (Methodist)

Local Councillors
Sue Wilkinson

Tel. 01302 817206

Monday

Glyn Jones

Tel. 01302 816881

3.30pm

John McHale

Tel. 01302 326350

Tuesday

Methodist Minister
Rev Ian S Rutherford

Fr Stephen Edmonds

9.15-11.00am

S.A.R.A Group
(Stay and Rest Awhile)
Mums and Tots Group

5.30pm

Mega Cruz School Years 3-6

7.25pm

The Club with No Name School
Year 7 and upwards

Tel: 01302 852024

Parish Priest
Tel. 01709 858358

Hexthorpe Community Constable

Mini Cruz Key Stage 1 children

Wednesday

Contact Sergeant Butler Tel: 0114 220 2020

12.30pm

Luncheon Club(first of each month)

Hexthorpe Safer Neighbourhood Team

2.00-3.00pm

Line Dancing

Contact: Tel. 01302 385339

You are invited on any Sunday to the Worship
Services at The King’s Cross Church
10.30am and 6.00pm

PACT MEETINGS
These are held the last Thursday in the month at
2.00pm at St Jude’s Parish Hall. All residents are
invited to meet and ask questions of the local police
officers.

At Hexthorpe Parish Hall (St Jude’s)
Laughton Road, Hexthorpe
Monday
1.30-3.00pm

Yoga

Wednesday

The Junction
The Junction is open to all from 10.00am-4.00pm
each weekday. There is a comfortable drop-in
where you can spend as much or as little time as
you like. You can have a tea or coffee and join in
the friendly chat or just sit in peace.

10.00-11.00am

Keep Fit

11.00-11.30am

Coffee Morning

Thursday
2.00-3.00pm

PACT meeting (see opposite)

4.45-5.45pm

Keep Fit

Friday

Members of staff are happy to talk privately with
you if you need to talk over something, or need
some specific advice or help. There is a computer
suite with free broadband access for all. Free
computer courses are also available. For further
information or help please call in or ring
01302 349341.

9.30-10.30am

Play/Learn (Mums & Toddlers)

4.30-6.30pm

Youth Club(4-13 years old)

7.00-9.00pm

Youth Club(14-18 years old)

Booking Manager: Sue Large: Tel. 07582 812440
The Hall is available for hire for parties and other
special events.
Sunday Services
10.00am Morning Prayer
11.00am Parish Mass

Any letters, articles, adverts contact:
thehexpress.co.uk or Donald 01302 852521
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‘MISSING’
Hexthorpe and the First World War:
Launch of Booklet
A new booklet has been published telling of some of the
effects the First World War had on the close
community of Hexthorpe. There are 106 names of men
killed in this war on the Hexthorpe War Memorial in
St Jude’s Church garden. Some details are given here
of these men; the stories of a few are given in detail.
The community must have been devastated as news
came in of the deaths of the young men who had been
cut down in the prime of their lives.
Also included are: extracts from the Hexthorpe School log books showing how education
was disrupted; a personal account of a young boy who was at school during the war; the
recruitment of Hexthorpe men into the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry; detailed
accounts of some who never returned home; the Railway Memorial at King’s Cross
Station; the Bible and the First World War; the contribution of Hexthorpe women; the
Dead Man’s Penny.
The booklet was launched at the First World War event held at the King’s Cross Church.
There was a good attendance and a multi-media presentation was given, with interaction
with those attending. It is a coloured publication and priced at £2.50. It can be purchased
at the Dell Cafe or from Donald via thehexpress.co.uk.

Change at the Junction
A new manager has been appointed at the Junction. Lynn Petersen began her work there on
1st November. Lynn has worked in the Probation Service for some 24 years, 22 of those in
South Yorkshire. If you see Lynn around the area of the Junction please make yourself
known to her, or better still call in for a coffee.
There is a Christmas celebration evening in the Junction on the 22 nd December at 6.30pm.
All are welcome. Lynn replaces John Crawford who retired in August, which we reported
in our last issue.
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Pages from ‘MISSING’

The Hexthorpe
War Memorial

Page 26
(above)
Page 36
(opposite)
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How to bake a First World War Trench Cake
The official recipe issued by the government
During the First World War people in Britain would bake and post a cake to loved
ones in the trenches on the front line.
Some traditional cake ingredients were hard to come by. The trench cake includes no eggs
and has more familiar cake ingredients replaced with vinegar, milk and margarine. The
vinegar was used to react with the baking soda to help the cake to rise.
Ingredients
Half pound of flour
Four ounces margarine
One teaspoon vinegar
Quarter pint of milk
Three ounces brown sugar
Three ounces cleaned currants
Two teaspoons cocoa
Half teaspoon baking soda
Nutmeg
Ginger
Grated lemon rind
Method
Grease a cake tin. Rub margarine into the flour in a basin. Add the dry ingredients. Mix
well. Add the soda dissolved in vinegar and milk. Beat well. Turn into the tin. Bake in a
moderate oven for about two hours.

A Christmas Greeting
The Hexpress wishes all its readers a very happy
Christmas. We look back on a very eventful year. We
hope that all in our community experience the
Christmas message of peace and goodwill throughout
the coming year. Please support all the Christmas events
that have been arranged by various groups.
Photo: John Hoskin
The Dell, 1996, after a snow shower.
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Hexthorpe Social Enterprise
Hexthorpe Social Enterprise is a community interest company (CIC). A CIC is a type of
company introduced by the Government in 2005 designed for social enterprises that want
to use their profits and assets for the public good. The Hexthorpe Enterprise will utilise the
profits that are made to run community projects and events. By running these projects and
events it is hoped to improve community spirit, promote learning and offer education to
Hexthorpe residents. All Community Interest Companies are bound by the Communuity
Interest Company Regulations 2005 Act. The directors of this enterprise are Stuart
Boardman, Managing Director; Charles Farley, Director; Heather Boardman, Company
Secretary. Website: hexthorpesocialenterprise.co.uk

Not sure who's at the Door? – A Message
from the South Yorkshire Police
Some burglars will try to gain entry to your home by attending and posing as 'bogus
officials'.
‘Bogus officials’ will more commonly pose as employees from utility services, such as
water or gas suppliers, to get inside your home.
Always ask to see their ID and check with the company they work for before allowing
them to enter; most organisations will set appointments rather than ‘cold calling' at your
door.
Some burglars may also try to gain entry to your home by using 'distraction methods'. They
may ask if they can have a glass of water, or if they can use your phone to book a taxi,
again to enable them to get inside your home.
Be vigilant and look out for any questionable or suspicious behaviour in your area.
Both types of burglars will often work in pairs, however they can also work in larger
groups or be completely alone. While one is distracting you, the other(s) will be attempting
to steal items from your home.
Look out for strange vehicles outside your home, and do not limit this to old cars or vans as
‘bogus officials’ will try to blend in by using new or professional looking cars.
REMEMBER, YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER THE DOOR
TO UNEXPECTED CALLERS
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Letters
A letter of thanks

A message of complaint

Dear all
To everyone who nominated me to open
and close 'The Party in the Park' I would
like to say a big thank-you.

We have received a message from a very
irate resident. Again it is an old problem
raising its head. It is concerning the matter
of dog fouling. She was walking across the
grass near the allotments on Old Hexthorpe
when she slipped on some dog dirt. Not
only did a senior citizen fall onto the floor
but also her clothing was badly fouled. We
agree with her that this is not on. She
realises that not all dog owners are
irresponsible; but a few are. The guilty few
act in an utterly selfish way. She makes a
plea that those responsible will have a
conscience and asks all to be vigilant and
report offenders.

I had a lovely afternoon. I hope that you all
did too. It helped that the weather was fine,
except for one big black cloud and a little
rain.
I would like to say thank-you to all the
people who made the day possible with
their hard work. I hope that we have lots of
nice things to look forward to in the future.
Thank you once again,
Love to you all
Dorothy Ardron

A lovely Café

A matter of concern

Comments made by visitors to the new Dell
Café:

Dear Hexpress Readers

“Enjoyed a lovely light lunch today, sitting
on the terrace overlooking the park.
Friendly service and top notch nosh. I'll be
back soon!”

I know that this has been raised before. I
am talking about the traffic on Urban Road.
But do we have to wait until there is a bad
accident before anything is done? It is only
by a miracle that I am able to write this
letter. Some cars and lorries think that it is
a racing track, even when there are cars
parked up on both sides of the road. One
lorry was not going to stop for anyone and
only a last minute swerve and braking kept
me alive. I must say that some taxis are the
biggest culprits. Even on the morning after
the horrific accident at Conisbrough one
taxi hurtled down the road as though it was
race track. Can any measures be taken? It
will be too late after someone has been
killed.

“Lovely little cafe, just what was needed at
Hexthorpe Park. Very reasonably priced and
the quiche was yum!!! Got a feeling I will
be a regular customer!!”
“Been in three times last week, so yes, a
great little café - lovely homemade food and
a nice terrace to sit in the sunshine.
Definitely recommend a visit!”
This is your Forum
We would love to hear from you. On this
page there are letters that raise matters of
concern to residents. Also there is a good
news message. If there are any issues that
concern you or that delight you about our
community, then please let us know.

A resident
Name and address supplied
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LOCAL NEWS IN BRIEF
Hexthorpe Luncheon Club
A tasty three course meal, with fresh food cooked on the premises, and friendly chat around
the table is what is on offer at The King's Cross Church on the first Wednesday of each
month.
The club has been meeting now for many years and we have many faithful and satisfied
diners; but we now have some spaces so we would like to offer you a warm welcome to join
us. The cost is £3.50 and tickets can be obtained by ringing 855389. Why not give us a try;
we are sure you will not to be disappointed.
Line Dancing
Do you enjoy country music? Do you enjoy dancing? Do you enjoy having fun? If the
answer to any of these questions is 'yes' then the new beginners line dancing class could be
just the place for you.
We meet on Wednesday afternoons at 2.00pm-3.00pm at The King's Cross Church old hall
(behind the new building). It costs £3 per session. Come and have a go, even if you have
never danced before; you are sure to have fun and exercise.
Christmas Community Fayre in the Park
Hexthorpe Flatts Park on 20th December 11.00am – 3.00pm.
A message from the Hexthorpe Social Enterprise:
“A free to attend community event full of Christmas spirit, with live seasonal music,
community stalls, hot food & drinks and lots to do for the children, our Christmas Fayre is
open to all. This is the end of year event for us here at Hexthorpe Social Enterprise. This is
the last of our extremely successful series of events at Hexthorpe Flatts Park.
This event is intended to promote everything that is good in our community and it will be a
great event to end the year’s activities. We’ve invited local charities and community groups
to promote the services they offer in our area too. This event will be sure to get you into the
Christmas Spirit.
Why not come along to join us at the Hexthorpe Christmas Fayre? The event is being held
in Hexthorpe Flatts Park which is a beautiful park to have a wander around with the family.
Hexthorpe is a two minute drive from Doncaster town centre. All money raised from this
event will be put to use on the 2015 series of events we will be running.“
Christmas at The King's Cross Church
The Hexthorpe community is invited to join in all the Christmas activities, especially the
following:
* Sunday 21st December at 6.00pm ‘The Silent Night Carol Service’.
We shall remember the Christmas truce that lasted for a day in the trenches
of the First World War in 1914.
* Christmas Eve Carol Singing around the streets of Hexthorpe.
Meet at the church at 7.00pm.
* Christmas Day Service for all the family at 10.30am.
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Previous Issues of the Hexpress
In this issue we have reproduced some of the pages of previous issues of the Hexpress. On
the website an archive is being developed of all the back issues. They are invaluable for
anyone interested in Hexthorpe life over the years. They remind us of some of our hopes,
our disappointments and many achievements. We still live in a vibrant community.
Please visit the site! thehexpress.co.uk
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Editor: Donald Reasbeck. Designed by George Hiley. Printed by Design and Print, St Catherine's House.
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